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Mission: Our mission is to 
facilitate the sustained collection 
and delivery of essential 
observations of the Southern 
Ocean to all stakeholders, 
through the design, advocacy, 
and implementation of cost-
effective observing and data 
delivery systems.
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soos.aq/implementationplan
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Whole-of-SOOS outputs 2026

1000+ members from 55 countries

• Publications: 7
o + 1 special issue (to be finalized by the end of 2026)

• Newsletters: 10 (new ECR newsletter established)

• Reports: 8

• Webinars and online meetings: 15

• Events: 5 (in-person/hybrid)

• Non-SOOS meetings with SOOS representation: 30+
• Monaco Polar Symposium
• IOC
• ATCM
• CCAMLR

• Projects Proposals Endorsed: 7

• Grants awarded: 3

• New sponsors secured: 2
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SOOS Implementation Groups

Data Management Sub-Committee 

Regional Working Groups (RWGs):

Southern Ocean Indian Sector (SOIS) 

Ross Sea

Weddell Sea and Dronning Maud Land (WSDML) West 

Antarctic Peninsula and Scotia Arc (WAPSA) 

Amundsen/Bellingshausen Sea (ABS)

Capability Working Groups (CWGs): 

Censusing Animal Populations from Space (CAPS)

Southern Ocean Fluxes (SOFLUX)

Observing System Design (OSD)

SOOS/GOA-ON Ocean Acidification Regional Hub (SO-OA)

Partnerships and Collaborations:

UN Ocean Decade Southern Ocean Decade Collaborative 
Centre

Polar Data Discovery (POLDER)

Southern Ocean Regional Panel (SORP)

Antarctic bioDiVersity dAta iNfrastruCture (ADVANCE)

Antarctica InSync

Synchronous Southern Ocean Observatory (SYNCHRONY)

SO-CONNECT

International Polar Year (IPY-5)
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- Observing system optimization

- Observing system implementation

- Data sharing and services

- International science cooperation 
and capacity building

“New tools to support 
environmental monitoring in the 
Southern Ocean”

Coordination of Southern Ocean 
observing systems

SO-CONNECT
Coordination and Governance



Interactive maps of observational coverage and 
essential variable trend summary visualisation
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soosmap.aq
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Logistical Collaboration to facilitate enhance 
observing system implementation and coordination

polardex.org/due-south



September 2027

Naples, Italy
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SYMPOSIUM 2027
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SOOS Vision for the Future

Hancock et al., in review

Integrated, coordinated and sustained 
Southern Ocean observing system



Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies

University of Tasmania

GPO Box 368, Hobart, TAS 7004

Australia

Phone +61 3 6226 6011

Email info@soos.aq

soos.aq

info@soos.aq

bit.ly/JoinSOOS

@SOOSnews

@SOOSocean

@SOOSocean.bsky.social

southern-ocean-observing-system

@SOOS-Ocean
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