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Our Membership

140+ 40+ 15
National and Regional 

Scientific Organizations, 

including Academies and 

Research Councils

International Scientific 

Unions and Associations, 

across the natural and 

social sciences

Affiliated Bodies, 

including research 

programme, scientific 

committees and data bodies

70
International Affiliates, 

including organizations like 

The World Academy of 

Sciences, the International 

Institute for Applied Systems 

Analysis, the Global Young 

Academy
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• Freedom, responsibility, and inclusivity in science

• International science agenda-setting

• The evolution of science systems

• Science for evidence-based policy-making

• Science diplomacy

#MuscatISC

Strategic Priorities 
 2025-2028

council.sciencecouncil.science Find us on

https://council.science/


Multilateral dialogue on principles 
and values in international R&I 
cooperation

#MuscatISCcouncil.sciencecouncil.science Find us on

The operating environment for science and R&I is shifting:

• need to go beyond silos and borders

• has become inextricably linked to politics/policy-making

• Emerging technologies redefine and envision science  

Context:

Geopolitical
constellations

Research security
and openness

Unequal capacity, 
access and benefit 
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Multilateral dialogue on principles 
and values in international R&I 
cooperation
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A three-year pathway from evidence and stakeholder 
ownership to practical guidance and political uptake.

Knowledge base
Stakeholder mapping
Resources database

Scoping study

Dialogue process
Six co-designed

thematic workshops

Framework + tools
Recommendations

Guidance notes
Templates

Political outcome
Ministerial Meeting

and Declaration

Expected end-state: A recognized normative framework that can 
guide more equitable, resilient and trusted international R&I 
cooperation. 
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Recommendations

1. Institutionalize gender equality

2. Fair nomination, selection & recognition processes

3. Safe and respectful environments

4. Events accessible to women and caregivers

5. Build inclusive cultures and leadership pathways

6. Collect gender-disaggregated data

7. Share experiences and good practice

2015

First global
academy 

survey

2020

Second edition
and wider 

comparison

2025

Global mixed-methods study
136 organizations • 598 
scientists • 12 interviews

2026

Assessment and
recommendations 

published

Women in science organizations

report_qr.png
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Shaping the future of 
science systems

#MuscatISC

The ISC has established the Centre for Science Futures to improve our 
understanding of emerging trends in science and research systems, and to 
provide options and tools for appropriate action. 

Focus areas

The Centre engages in focused interventions within critical discussions on 
science futures, science systems, and science policy to push these 
discussion forward and provide options and tools for better informed 
decisions and targeted action for the future of science systems.

The Centre received a grant from the International Development Research 
Centre (IDRC) to investigate the impact of AI and emerging technologies 
on Science, Technology & Innovation organizations in the Global South.
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Empowering the next 
generation of scientists 

The ISC actively supports young scientists by fostering inclusion and 
providing opportunities for growth: 

#MuscatISC

• Membership: In 2022, the ISC opened membership to eligible 
young academies and associations to enable greater 
participation of young researchers in international science.

• 22 young members in Category 3

• EMCR Forum: This virtual platform convenes EMCRs to promote 
their participation in global scientific initiatives. 

• Coming soon! AI and research communication workshops

→ council.science/EMCR

Global Knowledge Dialogue in Malaysia, 2023
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AI for Science
• 3-year project funded by the IDRC: enhance understanding of how 

emerging technologies are transforming science around the world

• How countries are preparing their national research systems for AI

• 3rd edition (2026): 26 country case studies

• Cross-cutting findings:
• National AI strategies need more science sector detail
• Compute and data centre access underpin AI readiness
• Data stewardship enables science systems to harness AI
• Workforce planning is critical
• Funding mechanisms must evolve with AI advancements
• Environmental risks remain under-assessed

https://council.science/
https://council.science/publications/ai-science-systems/
https://council.science/publications/data-and-ai-for-science/
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AI Disclosure in 
Research
• Joint initiative with the STM Association, the Committee 

on Publishing Ethics (COPE), and the Global Young 
Academy (GYA), driven by the research integrity 
community

• Develop a global reporting standard on AI disclosure in 
AI research

• Participatory approach: 3 consultation rounds 
throughout 2026 open to the global research 
community – open until 16 October 2026

• Focus track of the World Conference on Research 
Integrity (WCRI) in Vancouver, May 2026

• Goal: a discipline-neutral and globally applicable 
standard by the end of 2026
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Broadening what 
counts
• Recognising and valuing the full range of 

activities, outputs and roles through which 
science contributes knowledge and delivers 
societal impact.

• Understanding variations across disciplines, 
regions, cultures and sectors.

• Survey – still open for another week! 

• Community consultation at the Beijing Science 
Dialogue, October 2026

• In partnership with ASAPbio, DORA, CWTS
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Through its extensive scientific networks, the ISC routinely collaborates with UN 
organizations and national governments to strengthen the role of science in 
global decision-making by:

• Delivering scientific advice to Member States in international deliberations 
and negotiations on a range of thematic areas.

• Advising the multilateral system on creating or strengthening scientific 
advisory mechanisms and governance arrangements to engage with robust 
and up-to-date scientific knowledge. 

• Identifying emerging issues that need to be addressed globally. 

• Advocating for the value of science in decision-making and its role in 
supporting global collective action. 

• Representing the global scientific community and bringing the latest 
thinking to the table in global policy fora. 

Connecting science, 
policy and society
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Training scientists in the theory and 
practice of scientific advice to 
government (2026)

Building scientific advice 
and brokerage capacity
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Coming soon!

• ISC to host a fellow working at the interface of 
science, policy and communication.

• Analyze current practices across the ISC, its 
Members and partners to develop practical 
guidance and test new approaches to 
communicating scientific evidence in complex 
policy environments.

Civic Science Fellow
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Feedback/discussion

council.sciencecouncil.science ISC

• Policy advice to the multilateral system: utilise existing pathways

• ISC facilitating exchange, capacity sharing and joint action in some 
areas between our affiliated bodies, e.g. statement for COP30.

• Links with Early and Mid Career Researchers

• Other questions…
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Get in touch!
vanessa.mcbride@council.science

company/international-science-council

company/international-science-council

InternationalScience

InternationalScience

@council.science

@council.science
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