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IOC focal areas: strengthening partnerships

1. Ocean observations 
- facilitating data sharing and exchange
- gaps and priorities

2. Scientific assessments 
- producing information on status and trends for informing decisions

3. Expanding and sharing capacity 
- observing
- meeting international obligations

4. Products and resources for use by Member States
- understanding, mitigation of impacts 
- sustainable decision making
- building resilience 



1. Observations

Defining and responding to observing 
system needs

Standards and best practices

Data management and exchange

Metrics/Indicators

Capacity Development

SCOR WG 164: CoNCENSUS
SCOR WG 158: C-GRASS



2. Scientific assessments

Provision of metrics/indicators

Data pipelines for assessing trends

Contributing expertise/information

Identifying and responding to gaps 
and priorities

Capacity sharing/development



3. Expanding and sharing capacity

IOC Traineeships

Summer schools



4. Science-based tools and products

Data-based platforms for decision making
- HAB event database
- Identification of hypoxic zones
- SDG indicator data exchange (OA, ocean science investment)
- BBNJ clearinghouse mechanism
- Sustainable ocean planning 

Early warning systems for community resilience
- Coastal inundation – tsunami
- HABs
- Marine heatwaves

Support for national contributions and reporting (NDCs/NBSAPs)
- Carbon cycling/fluxes 
- Blue carbon finance
- Capacity development across the BBNJ pillars



Key areas of focus requiring science innovation and input

Early warning systems – looking beyond tsunami

Expansion of the global ocean observation and data ecosystem – nationally driven federated 
systems

Global pollution observation and assessment 

Digital infrastructure that supports global data exchange 

Sustaining ocean planning and management

Capacity development

Strategic knowledge brokering (ocean literacy)

Most of these focus areas are funded through EXB resources
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