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International Council for the Exploration of 
the Sea (ICES)
• Established in 1902 by 

exchange of letters between 
participating countries (8):

• Denmark, Finland, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden, the Russian 
Federation, and the United 
Kingdom

• Inaugural meeting 22nd July 
1902 in Copenhagen, 
Denmark



Convention for ICES:  Document dated
12th September 1964

Duty:

• to promote and encourage research and investigations for the study of 
the sea particularly those related to the living resources

• to draw up programmes required for this purpose and to organise, in 
agreement with the Contracting Parties, such research and investigation 
as may appear necessary

• to publish or otherwise disseminate the results of research and 
investigations carried out under its auspices or to encourage the 
publication



International Council for the Exploration of the Sea
Intergovernmental organization leading marine science cooperation since 1902

• Standardization of Oceanographic 
Methods (Early 1900s) 

• Fisheries Stock Assessment Science 
(Mid-20th Century)

• Marine Pollution Monitoring (1970s)

• Ecosystem-Based Management 
Concepts (Late 20th Century)

• eDNA, AI / machine learning, 
autonomous vehicles, electronic 
monitoring, Digital twin (now)



ICES Working Group on Oceanic 
Hydrography (WGOH)
• WGOH monitors ocean 

conditions in the ICES’ area by 
updating and reviewing results 
from standard hydrographic 
sections and stations

• WGOH publishes summary 
information on climatic 
conditions in the North Atlantic
ICES Report on Ocean Climate 

(IROC)



International Council for the Exploration of the Sea
Intergovernmental organization leading marine science cooperation since 1902



SCOR-ICES Collaboration
• Letter of Agreement 2022 – 2027
• UN Decade SmartNet partners

• Specifically identified areas of 
collaboration:
 Physical, Chemical, and Biological 

Oceanography; Harmful Algal Blooms; 
Contaminants; Marine Litter; and Observing 
Systems

• ICES is interested in strengthening our 
collaboration with SCOR groups



Copenhagen Declaration 2002
Committed to:

• a strengthened role for scientific research on marine ecosystems as a basis for 
advice that is unbiased, sound, reliable, and credible, to the benefit of 
management and conservation of marine ecosystems and living marine 
resources

Stressed the need for ICES to:
• be flexible and timely in providing scientific advice to meet the needs of 

decision-makers responsible for the stewardship of living marine resources 
and marine ecosystems without compromising the quality or reliability of the 
advice

• ensure that ecosystem considerations, including the effects of human 
activities and climatic and oceanographic conditions, are taken into account

• frame advice in relation to fisheries management, giving full consideration to 
the ecosystem context



ICES Three pillars

ICES commitment to delivering high-
quality, internationally recognized data 
that underpins our science and advice
(CTS renewed until 2028)



With thanks to:
Adriana Villamor
Data Management Team Lead
ICES Data Centre















Fisheries data collection: A public good 
for food security, competitiveness, and 
healthy seas
• Data collection is essential to a
competitive fisheries sector
• Food security depends on
knowledge, not guesswork
• Fisheries data collection as a core
component of ecosystem-based
management, ocean observation,
and digital decision support
• Healthy ecosystems require informed
management
• Regional collaboration multiplies the
value of investment



ICES is dynamic and responsive
• WGCIAM – On Cumulative Impacts Assessment Approaches 
• WKFISHDISH3-5 – On Fish Distribution change
• WGFISHCARBON – On Assessing the Impact of Fishing on Oceanic 

Carbon 
• WGFishEco – On Fish Ecology and climate change
• WGAAW – On Aquatic Animal Welfare 
• WGINTECO – On Integrative Ecosystem Connectivity
• WGFSN - on Food Security and Nutrition
• WKBALSUR - on reviewing Baltic Surveys to support ecosystem-

based management advice
• WGMESO - on oversight of developments around establishing 

commercial mesopelagic fisheries  
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