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The Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR) is an international non-governmental, 
non-profit organization focused on promoting international cooperation in planning and 
conducting oceanographic research, and solving methodological and conceptual problems that 
hinder research. SCOR covers all areas of ocean science and cooperates with other organizations 
with common interests to conduct many SCOR activities. SCOR also conducts several different 
activities to build the capacity for ocean science in developing countries and supporting early-
career researchers (the annual summary of these activities is described in SCOR’s 2026 Capacity 
Development Report). 
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Summary of Participation in SCOR 
 
Since the start of 2026, 721 people from 69 countries have initiated, concluded, or continued 
involvement in SCOR activities. This includes members of the SCOR Executive Committee, 
SCOR Capacity Development Committee, nominated members of national committees, members 
of working groups, members of project steering committees and some of their subsidiary 
committees (since subsidiary memberships are not subject to SCOR’s approval, record keeping 
of their membership by SCOR is incomplete), 2026 Visiting Scholars, and 2026 POGO 
(Partnership for Observation of the Global Ocean)-SCOR Fellows (travel grantees are not 
included here). There is some duplication in cases where the same person holds multiple 
positions. Over 3,000 individuals have been recorded as participating in SCOR since inception in 
1957. 
 
Thirty-two countries currently host dues-paying national committees to SCOR. Revisions to 
nominated memberships since the last annual meeting include the following: 

• China-Beijing: Fan Wang as new chair and replacement of Sun Song as nominated 
member 

• India: Balakrishnan Nair replaces MV Ramana Murthy 
• Namibia: Hilkka Ndjaula replaces Nhlanhla Lupahla 
• Pakistan: Engr. Naimatullah Sohoo, Syed Waseem Haider, Syeda Nadra Ahmed replace 

Samina Kidwai, Asif Iman, and Ali Rashid Tabriz 
• Sweden: Christian Stranne replaces Göran Björk 
• United Kingdom: Alex Poulton replaces Alessandro Tagliabue as chair. Alice Marzocchi 

and Will Homoky as new nominated members 
• United States: Amy Bower is added to the nominated members 

 
SCOR projects are expected to set term lengths for their Scientific Steering Committees (SSCs) 
and revise their membership regularly. Since the last annual meeting, Jessica Fitzsimmons (USA) 
became co-chair of the GEOTRACES SSC and Chris Hayes (USA), Francisco Delgadillo 
Hinojosa (Mexico), Saumik Samanta (South Africa), Wen-Hsuan Liao (China-Taipei), and 
Manguesh Gauns (India) started terms as SSC members. Two new members started terms on the 
International Ocean Carbon Coordination Project (IOCCP) scientific steering group (SSG) at the 
start of the year: Carla Berghoff (Argentina) and Galen McKinley (USA). Many projects renew 
their membership in the fall and no other projects have yet had a renewal since the last annual 
meeting, though several nomination requests are under consideration by the SCOR Executive 
Committee. 
 
Two working groups implemented replacements of associate members: WG 166 DMS-PRO 
(Developing resources for the study of Methylated Sulfur compound cycling PROcesses in the 
ocean) added Dennis Booge (Germany) and WG 168 4D-BGC (Coordinating the Development 
of Gridded Four-Dimensional Data Products from Biogeochemical-Argo Observations) added 
Arianna Olivelli (Belgium), Adam Stoer (Canada), Louise Delaigue (France), Dan Burt 
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(Belgium), Bin Lu (China), Roy El Hourany (France). Additionally, the three new working 
groups approved at the 2025 annual meeting all added to their associate membership, as 
requested as conditions of their approval. WG 173 ORCAS (Observational Requirements in the 
Context of AI prediction systems for Sea ice) added Wayne De Jager (South Africa), Tian Tian 
(Denmark), Tobias Finn (France), and Mathieu Plante (Canada).WG 174 SPASS (Small Plastics 
in the Ocean’s Interior: coherent Analysis and Synthesis for better Scrutiny) added Phoebe Lam 
(USA), Cristina Romera-Castillo (Spain), and Helen Bostock (Australia). WG 175 SubMHW 
(SUBsurface Marine HeatWaves Working Group) added Neil Holbrook (Australia), Ronan 
McAdam (Italy), Dimitra Denexa (Greece), Juliet Hermes (South Africa), Alexander Sen Gupta 
(Australia), Samo Diatta (Senegal), Ana Russo (Portugal), Daniel Hayes (Cyprus), and Sandra 
Plecha (Portugal).  
 
Summary of Working Group and Project Updates 
 
The annual reports from SCOR’s working groups and projects are made available on the annual 
meeting website where the information summarized below can be found in more detail. 
 
Activity Status 
 
Leading up to the 2026 annual meeting, SCOR is supporting 15 active working groups (Box 1). 
WG 158 C-GRASS (Coordinated Global Research Assessment of Seagrass System) disbanded 
after the 2025 SCOR annual meeting upon publication of their Seagrass EOV (essential ocean 
variable) manuscript.1 Three new working groups were selected at the 2025 annual meeting: WG 
173 ORCAS, WG 174 SPASS, and WG 175 SubMHW. 
 

Box 1: SCOR Working Groups 2025-2026 
 

• WG 158 Coordinated Global Research Assessment of Seagrass System (C-GRASS)* 
• WG 160 Analysing ocean turbulence observations to quantify mixing (ATOMIX) 
• WG 161 Respiration in the Mesopelagic Ocean (ReMO): Reconciling ecological, 

biogeochemical and model estimates 
• WG 163 Coupling of ocean-ice-atmosphere processes: from sea-Ice biogeochemistry 

to aerosols and Clouds (CIce2Clouds) 
• WG 164 CoNCENSUS: Advancing standardisation of COastal and Nearshore demersal 

fish visual CENSUS techniques 
• WG 165 Mixotrophy in the Oceans – Novel Experimental designs and Tools for a new 

trophic paradigm (MixONET) 
• WG 166 Developing resources for the study of Methylated Sulfur compound cycling 

PROcesses in the ocean (DMS-PRO) 
 

1 Duffy, J. E., Appeltans, W., Benson, A., Connolly, R. M., de la Torre-Castro, M., Dierssen, H. M., Fortes, M. D., 
Fourqurean, J. W., Hessing-Lewis, M., Jarvis, J. C., Kenworthy, W. J., Krause, J. R., Lara Lopez, A., Lefcheck, J. S., 
Lizcano-Sandoval, L., Lonneman, M., McKenzie, L., Muller-Karger, F. E., Nakaoka, M., … Unsworth, R. K. F. 
(2025). Measuring and Reporting on Seagrass as an Essential Ocean Variable for Science and Management. 
BioScience, biaf199. https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biaf199 

https://scor-int.org/events/scor-2026-annual-meeting/
https://scor-int.org/events/scor-2026-annual-meeting/
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• WG 167 Reducing Uncertainty in Soluble aerosol Trace Element Deposition 
(RUSTED) 

• WG 168 Coordinating the Development of Gridded Four-Dimensional Data Products 
from Biogeochemical-Argo Observations (4D-BGC) 

• WG 169 Global Library of Underwater Biological Sounds (GLUBS) 
• WG 170 Physiology and Rates in Microbial Oceanography (PRIMO) 
• WG 171 Towards best practices for Measuring and Archiving Stable Isotopes in 

Seawater (MASIS) 
• WG 172 Oceanic Salt Intrusion into Tidal Freshwater Rivers (SALTWATER) 
• WG 173 Observational Requirements in the Context of AI prediction systems for Sea 

ice (ORCAS) 
• WG 174 Small Plastics in the Ocean’s Interior: coherent Analysis and Synthesis for 

better Scrutiny (SPASS) 
• WG 175 SUBsurface Marine HeatWaves Working Group (SubMHW-WG) 

 
* Disbanded December 2025 

 
In the past few years, SCOR has been hearing about the development of new objectives for 
several activities with science plans concluding in 2025. After providing advice in response to 
presentations at SCOR annual meetings and after overseeing a document review by an external 
panel of experts, the SCOR Executive Committee approved the Science Plan Addendum 2026-
2030 of the Second International Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE-2) in 2025 and the Surface 
Ocean-Lower Atmosphere Study (SOLAS) Science Plan and Organisation 2026-2035 in 2026. 
The Southern Ocean Observing System (SOOS) is set to submit a new science and 
implementation plan for 2026-2030 for review in September 2026. GlobalHAB (Harmful Algal 
Blooms) and the Integrated Marine Biosphere Research (IMBeR) project are both in the writing 
stage of producing new plans. The International Quiet Ocean Experiment (IQOE) has concluded 
as a large-scale research project and the members of IQOE have proposed the idea of an 
infrastructural project to coordinate passive acoustic ocean observations, an idea which will be 
further developed at a planning workshop2 in September 2026. The annual meeting will provide 
an opportunity to hear the progress from each activity on developing and implementing their 
objectives. 
 

Box 2: SCOR-Sponsored Projects 2025-2026 
 
Large-Scale Research Projects 

• GEOTRACES (an International Study of the Marine Biogeochemical Cycles of Trace 
Elements and Their Isotopes) 

• Integrated Marine Biosphere Research (IMBeR) Project* 
• International Quiet Ocean Experiment (IQOE)* 
• Second International Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE-2) 

 
2 See https://scor-int.org/events/charting-the-future-of-ocean-passive-acoustics-from-observations-to-science-and-
management-2026/ 
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• Surface Ocean-Lower Atmosphere Study (SOLAS) 
 
Infrastructural Projects 

• Changing Ocean Biological Systems (COBS) 
• Global Harmful Algal Blooms (GlobalHAB)* 
• International Ocean Carbon Coordination Project (IOCCP) 
• Southern Ocean Observing System (SOOS) 

 
*Projects that have entered a planning phase for the future over the past year. 

 
At the 2025 SCOR annual meeting, the Joint Committee on Seawater (JCS) reported plans to 
reduce the size of the project and narrow the scope of their terms of reference. Since the project 
will be limited to being mainly advisory in scope and will not be conducted following SCOR-
required practices3 related to membership diversity and renewals, SCOR ended its sponsorship 
of the activity. SCOR is pleased to have sponsored JCS, which served a valuable role for the 
scientific community by coordinating and disseminating research on the properties of seawater in 
the areas of salinity, pH, relative humidity, and chemical speciation while also serving as a 
technical resource.  
 
The BioGeoSCAPES International Implementation Committee (IIC) submitted their science plan 
for SCOR’s review process at the end of October 2025. The newly revised plan based on the 
outcome of the review was returned to SCOR on 30 July 2026 for Executive Committee 
approval. Review and approval of the plan is in process at the time of the 2026 annual meeting. 
 
A planning committee developing an international seamount science program reported their 
plans at the 2025 SCOR annual meeting and will provide an update on their status at the 2026 
meeting. The project will seek SCOR endorsement of their plan. 
 
Meetings 
 
Twelve of the working groups met or will meet in person in 2026. Six working group meetings 
were held adjacent to the Ocean Sciences Meeting (OSM) in Glasgow, UK: WG 161 RemO, WG 
167 RUSTED, WG 168 4D-BGC, WG 171 MASIS, WG 172 SALTWATER, WG 175 SubMHW. 
Six had oral or poster sessions at the OSM related to the activities of the working group. WG 163 
CICe2Clouds contributed to and met alongside the Saroma Sea Ice School in Saroma-ko, Japan 
(February-March). WG 166 DMS-PRO will contribute to and meet alongside the 7th DMS(P) 
Symposium: Sulfur - Carbon Nexus in the SOLAS Sphere in Boothbay Harbor, USA (October). 
WG 174 SPASS will hold a public workshop alongside the MICRO 2026 conference on plastic 
pollution in Cadiz, Spain (October). 
 
Most 2026 project SSC meetings are still upcoming. IIOE-2 met as part of the integrated annual 
meetings of the Indian Ocean Global Ocean Observing System (IOGOOS) and its allied 

 
3 See https://scor-int.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Policies-and-Practices-for-SCOR-Sponsored-Projects.pdf 
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programs in March in Busan, Korea. SOOS met alongside the Scientific Committee on Antarctic 
Research (SCAR) open science conference (August, Oslo, Norway). COBS will meet alongside 
the 6th International Symposium on the Ocean in a High-CO₂ World (October, Wellington, New 
Zealand). The GEOTRACES SSC will meet in October in Xiamen, China. The IOCCP SSG will 
meet in October in Sopot, Poland. The SOLAS SSC will meet in November in Lima, Peru. 
 
In addition to SSC meetings, projects hold online and in-person trainings, subcommittee 
meetings, workshops, and conference sessions. Notably, GEOTRACES, IIOE-2, IMBeR, 
IOCCP, SOOS, and SOLAS all advertised townhalls or oral and poster sessions at the OSM 
related to the project. SOLAS held a joint workshop with CLIVAR (Climate and Ocean 
Variability, Predictability and Change) and OASIS (former SCOR WG 162 Developing an 
Observing Air-Sea Interactions Strategy) workshop on charting the Future of Internationally 
Coordinated Air-Sea Interactions Research (FAIRSEAS) prior to the OSM. GEOTRACES 
conducted the third edition of its summer school in November 2025 in Cape Town, South Africa, 
SOLAS conducted the tenth edition of its summer school in March 2026 in Tamandaré, Brazil, 
and COBS will hold training sessions during the Symposium on the Ocean in a High-CO₂ World. 
 
Products 
 
SCOR’s projects and working groups produced 50 journal publications or reports that 
acknowledge SCOR’s support since the last annual meeting. Additionally, several projects track 
the research publications that identify as contributions to the project’s scientific objectives. In 
total, GEOTRACES reported 111 publications between May 2025 and April 2026, SOLAS 
recorded 209 between April 2025 and March 2026, IIOE-2 reported 43 between September 2025 
and June 2026, and SOOS recorded 23 in 2025 and 11 so far in 2026. SOLAS, IMBeR, and 
IOCCP also all contributed to the 2026 Integrated Ocean Carbon Research report.4 
 
SCOR’s activities produce additional products beyond publications and reports. GEOTRACES 
produced the fourth edition of its Intermediate Data Product (IDP)5 in November 2025, which 
includes hydrographic and marine biogeochemical measurements collected on 123 cruises. The 
IDP2025 contains trace elements and isotopes (TEI) that serve as micronutrients, contaminants 
(e.g., Pb and Hg), radioactive and stable isotopes including those used in paleoceanography and a 
broad suite of hydrographic parameters used to trace water masses, and microbiological data. 
The TEI data in the IDP2025 are quality controlled by careful assessment of intercalibration 
results by the GEOTRACES Standards and Intercalibration Committee and multi-laboratory data 
comparisons at crossover stations. The IDPs are cumulative and the 2025 version contains 18 
new cruises, 732 new stations (4,097 stations in total) and 448,050 new data values (2,199,291 in 
total). 
 

 
4 IOC of UNESCO. 2026. Integrated Ocean Carbon Research: a vision primed for implementation. Paris, UNESCO. 
(IOC Technical Series, 214.) https://doi.org/10.71245/FULK2623 
5 See https://www.geotraces.org/idp2025/ 
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COBS has produced MEDDLE data analysis guides6 that illustrate statistical approaches for 
single and multiple driver experiments.  
 
WG 165 MixONET produced the MixoExplorer Simulator7—a toolkit to enhance learning and 
teaching of protist plankton trophic dynamics—and the Sea Sparkle Simulator8—a simulator of 
bioluminescent red Noctiluca blooms, which has also been translated into Spanish. 
 
WG 170 PRIMO produced an online Inventory of Oceanographic Physiological Assays,9 which 
compiles existing and desired measurements of marine microbial processes and will inform their 
next task of leveraging this inventory of metrics in collaboration with the modeling community 
to identify priority gaps in our ability to make physiological measurements in marine microbes 
that should be addressed with high priority in order to improve biogeochemical modeling efforts. 
 
SCOR Secretariat Activities 
 
Executive Director Activities 
 
The SCOR Secretariat is staffed by the Executive Director (ED) with part-time support from a 
Financial Consultant. The ED provides financial oversight of funded activities and monitors their 
progress. In 2025, the SCOR Secretariat contracted monthly accounting to an outside firm in 
order to ensure the accuracy of the accounts.  
 
The ED attends most SSC meetings virtually and in some cases in person. In 2026, the ED will 
attend the BioGeoSCAPES IIC meeting where the initial SSC will be planned (September, 
Boston, USA) and the SOLAS SSC meeting (November, Lima, Peru). The ED organized a booth 
at the OSM (February, Glasgow, UK) which had participation by representatives from 
GEOTRACES, IMBeR, IOCCP, SOLAS, SOOS, WG 160 ATOMIX, WG 171 MASIS, WG 172 
SALTWATER, WG 174 SPASS, and the Russian and UK national committees, and also shared 
materials from the ECOP Programme. Coincidental to the OSM, the ED attended the FAIRSEAS 
workshop and parts of the WG 171 MASIS, WG 172 SALTWATER, and WG 175 SubMHW 
meetings. A social event was organized one evening during OSM, supported by SCOR, SOLAS, 
and U.S. GEOTRACES, which specifically invited early-career scientists to network and learn 
more about SCOR. The event was attended by approximately 75 people. SCOR achieved high 
visibility at the OSM due to this presence, and due to SCOR’s sponsorship of the OSM via the 
travel grant program (funded by NSF grant 2346864). 
 
The ED has offered to deliver presentations to national committees in order to provide targeted 
updates about SCOR participation and opportunities. Presentations were delivered to Poland 

 
6 See https://meddle-scor149.org/vignettes/ 
7 Mitra, A., & Flynn, K. J. (2026). MixoExplorer. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.19826771 
8 Mitra, A., Flynn, K., & Mitra-Flynn, R. (2026). 'Sea Sparkle' - Simulator of bioluminescent red Noctiluca blooms. 
Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.21720987 
9 See https://www.primoscorwg.org/metrics-database 
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(December 2025) and USA (March 2026) in the past year. Presentations were also delivered to 
the ECOP Gambia Committee and to the University of Delaware’s School of Marine Science and 
Policy’s seminar series. The ED also attended the U.S. GEOTRACES in-person meeting. 
 
The ED was part of the author team for the chapter on international, regional and national 
collaborative efforts supporting ocean science in the 2026 Global Ocean Science Report 
organized by IOC-UNESCO. The Executive Summary10 of the report was released during the 
2026 IOC-UNESCO Executive Session, during with the ED served on a panel delivering key 
points from the report. The ED also delivered an intervention during the IOC meeting elevating 
the contributions the scientific community, particularly through SCOR, have made to the Global 
Ocean Observing System (GOOS), while GOOS is undergoing a reform of its governance. 
 
Funding 
 
SCOR is mainly supported by the dues from national committee members and by grants from the 
U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF). SCOR maintains two grants from NSF: one which 
supports scientific activities including some working groups and projects (OCE-2513154), and 
another that supports capacity development activities (OCE-2346864). Dues funding also 
contributes to these activities. SCOR is currently in Year 2 of 3 of the science grant and Year 3 of 
3 for the capacity development grant. The annual increment for the grant supporting capacity 
development activities was delayed for almost 7 months this year, limiting the funding available 
to that which remained carried over from 2025. The SCOR ED is the principal investigator of 
these grants and is responsible for oversight of the finances and outcomes of the activities 
supported by the grant and the dues funding. 
 
SCOR still maintains an accumulation of net assets since COVID-19 travel restrictions, which 
has served as a contingency during funding uncertainties and delays. Meanwhile, increased 
diversity of funding has been pursued and strategized. The SCOR ED participated in an EU 
Horizon grant, though it was not funded. Projects frequently receive external funding outside the 
core sponsor funding for specific activities, including sponsorship for individual events (i.e., 
open science meetings, summer schools) or multi-year grants including through EU Horizon. 
SCOR has applied to event funding from the Heising-Simons Foundation (one application not 
funded and one not successful) on behalf of GEOTRACES.  
 
In addition to this core support, the productivity and success of SCOR’s projects relies on 
multiple cosponsors.  In 2025-2026, SCOR cosponsored activities with IOC-UNESCO (IIOE-2, 
IOCCP, GlobalHAB), Future Earth (SOLAS and IMBeR), the World Climate Research 
Programme (SOLAS), iCACGP (SOLAS), the SCAR (SOOS), and the Partnership for 
Observation of the Global Ocean (IQOE and POGO-SCOR Fellowships). In addition to these 

 
10 IOC-UNESCO. (2026). Global Ocean Science Report – Investing in Sustainable Ocean Solutions, Executive 
Summary. K. Evans, K. Isensee, S. Park and C. Rosin (eds.), Paris: UNESCO (IOC Policy Series, 2026-2). doi: 
10.71245/MSEK9116 
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formal sponsors, projects receive funding for their IPOs; to supplement meeting expenses; and to 
fund open science conferences, summer schools, and workshops. 
 
SCOR Communication and Outreach to Early-Career Scientists 
 
SCOR utilizes a website (https://scor-int.org/), email list, and social media to disseminate 
information about activities and opportunities. SCOR’s announcements are related to SCOR’s 
opportunities throughout the year and amplified messages from projects, working groups, and 
national committee or partner announcements applicable to the SCOR community. SCOR 
utilizes three newsletters throughout the year plus a limited number of additional email news 
announcements. SCOR has a presence on X (formerly Twitter), as a Facebook group, and on 
LinkedIn, and in 2025 opened a BlueSky account. Followers on LinkedIn continued to grow 
dramatically in 2026 (over 1,000 new followers since the 2025 annual meeting). 
 
SCOR maintains publicly available outreach material for anyone to use to represent SCOR, 
including a presentation, posters, flyer, video, and photos. They can be found on the website at 
https://scor-int.org/work/publications/.  
 
Improvements to the communication strategy in the past year have been informed by the results 
and subsequent recommendations from the early-career scientist survey distributed in 2025. The 
survey and the recommendations were presented at the 2025 annual meeting.11 Improved 
communication activities include: 

• Contracted work from a graphic designer to provide some consistent styling for SCOR 
branding. 

• Modest increase social media announcements, including individual announcements about 
Visiting Scholars and news from working groups. 

• A revised “Get Involved” page on the SCOR website and flyer. 
• A social event at OSM with sponsored drinks for early-career scientists. 

 
Improvements that are tentatively planned for the future include: 

• Increase newsletter frequency to quarterly. 
• Requests to working groups to produce content for social media and newsletter (rather 

than ad hoc). 
• Continued improvements to pages on the SCOR website. 

 
11 See https://scor-int.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Results-from-SCOR-ECS-Survey_1029.pdf 

https://scor-int.org/work/publications/

