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CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

. * Former Director,
Members as of September 2026: Physical & Chemical

* *Nubi Olubunmi Ayoola (Nigeria), Chair ’ Oceanography
* Sanae Chiba (Canada/PICES) Department, NIOMR
 Ebenezer Nyadjro (USA) « Adjunct Lecturer at

: : , : Fed. University of
* Viena Puigcorbé (Spain) Technology, Akure

* Sazlina Salleh (Malaysia) and Atlantic Tech.

* Moagabo Ragoasha (South Africa) University (WASCAL
* Paula Sierra (CoIoTbia) . Eoﬁgblgc\)/ce;g-eS)COR

 *Awnesh Singh (Fiji) Fellow

* Dale Webber (Jamaica) New Chair for « 2022 SCOR Visiting

» Sun Xiaoxia (China-Beijing) 2026-2029 term Sealer.

The Capacity Development Committee provides advice to SCOR about capacity

development activities. This includes review and selection of applications for SCOR’s
capacity development programs.




SCOR’S PORTFOLIO

0 bj ectives: / VisitingSiSr::cl'\eolzaorOI;rogram
e Strengthen core skills and 66 Scholars
competencies in 'from 28 countri(?s
developing countries* \ 31 hostcountries
 Network and build e
relationships Travel Support
» Promote involvement in ~3(5)L”§/Te1ei§]4g -
SCOR'’s activities 51400 Scientists*
*Developing countries are: Low- \ Trackedsince 1999

Income, Lower-Middle-Income, and
Upper-Middle-Income economies
defined by the World Bank. SCOR
also includes some Small Island
Developing States for eligibility.

Support for SCOR’s capacity development activities comes from National Committee dues and the U.S. National Science Foundation



SCOR VISITING SCHOLARS

Leong Sui Sien (Malaysia) visiting Phenikaa
University (Vietham); May-June 2026

' Topic: Marine Plastic Pollution
4 Mitigation and Microbial
Biodegradation Strategies
Participants: 15 faculty, 30
undergraduates, 1 intern, 5
postgraduates, 30 youth
Format: Institutional partnership
meetings, facility visit, seminar,
grade school lecture, mentoring
sessions, hands-on sample

collection, writing course
“The outcomes of the visit are

expected to contribute to future
Joint research projects,

international grant applications,
student and staff mobility
programmes, co-supervision
opportunities, and long-term
collaborations in ocean science
and related disciplines.”

Mohamed Adjou (France) visiting CADIC-CONICET &

Universidad Nacional de Tierra del Fuego
(Argentina); May 2026
Topic: Marine observational T

(o /
data: from observations to ﬁ o 4

reusable data .
Participants: ~15 graduate [| P
students, technicians, early-
career researchers, and
data managers

Format: 2-day course,
seminar, fieldwork

“The working visit to
CADIC Ushuaia was
extremely inspiring...the
activities carried out during
the visit were valuable on
several levels, from
pedagogy to research.”

27 APPLICATIONS: 13 FEMALE, 14 MALE. 2 AWARDED



TRAVEL GRANT - SUPPORT 2026

co"""ii’lbee on 0cea™®

19 events in 2026 were awarded a total of $58k USD

to fully or partially support >68 early-career, developing-country scientists
from 26 countries.

*  Ocean Sciences Meeting 2026, 22-27 February, Glasgow, UK —> Significant SCOR presence

*  44th International Sea Turtle Society Symposium, 28 Feb-6 March, Kailua-Kona, USA

e  Saroma Sea Ice School, 28 Feb-9 March, Saroma-ko, Japan —>\WG 163 ClCe2Clouds

e SOLAS Summer School 2026, 9-27 March, Tamandaré, Brazil ->SOLAS

*  5th World Small-Scale Fisheries Congress, 27 April-1 May, Hua Hin, Thailand

*  Sharks International 2026, 4-8 May, Colombo, Sri Lanka

. IOCCG Summer Lecture Series, 5-19 July, Venice, Italy - SCOR Affiliated Project

*  Committee on Space Research (COSPAR) Assembly, 1-9 August, Florence, Italy —|SC Affiliated Body

e Capacity Building on Ocean Remote Sensing towards Climate Resilience, 10 Aug-13 September, Banda Aceh, Indonesia

. International Conference for Young Marine Researcher 2026, 7-11 September, Bremen, Germany

*  Ocean Optics XXVII, 13-18 September, Ghent, Belgium

*  Ramon Margalef Summer Colloguium - Impacts on open ocean bentho-pelagic coupling processes , 13-18 September, Barcelona, Spain
*  Workshop on Charting the Future of Ocean Passive Acoustics, 22-24 September, Oostend, Belgium - |QOE

. 2nd Gulf of Guinea Ocean Sciences Summer School, 3-9 October, Cotonou, Benin

e 7th DMS(P) Symposium: Sulfur - Carbon Nexus in the SOLAS Sphere, 12-15 October 2026, Boothbay Harbor, USA —>SOLAS, WG 166 DMS-PRO
. 6th International Symposium on the Ocean in a High CO2 World, 13-16 October, Wellington, New Zealand — SCOR legacy event

*  6th International Atmospheric Rivers Conference, 19-23 October, Porto, Portugal

*  8th International Marine Conservation Congress, 13-17 November, Edinburgh, UK

*  World Conference on Marine Biodiversity, 17-20 November, Bruges, Belgium > SCOR partner IABO



TRAVEL GRANTS — Questionnaire

Some Key Findings

Just over half identify the award as being
for their first international ocean science
event.

Respondents affirm they plan to keep in
touch with new connections.

/5% had more than half of their travel
covered by the award.

~15% identify language as a barrier to their
experience at the meeting.

Recipients benefit from logistical advice,
though it doesn’t need to come from
SCOR.

Over half of recipients had never heard of
SCOR, ~80% sought further information
about SCOR after the award.

Did the event include a mentorship component for early-career participants?
Please specify

Session(s) aimed at early-
career scientists as the
intended audience

Early-career networking
event
One-on-one mentorship

Training for early-career
scientists

Career panel

No

Other (please specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 7



TRAVEL GRANTS — Questionnaire

Example Free Responses

“... without this travel support | would not be able to financially afford the costs to attend the
conference and present in front of the esteemed professionals.”

“...This scholarship was decisive for my career...”

“This, somehow, is beyond just a conference, connecting dots between ocean science we need
to complete and inspires each other.”

“I received many suggestions for my work and | also hope to collaborate with some of the
people from the school in the near future.”

“The conference allowed me to learn about the latest research on the Indian Ocean, interact with
leading scientists, and build connections with other early-career researchers from different
countries. The experience greatly motivated me to continue my research in ocean science.”

“It was my first time of travelling by air...The Early Career Researchers Training and
Mentorship meeting was such a one that opened my eyes to the need for taking my career
serious and prepare to make contributions to research...”

“SCOR especially Emily was really helpful and all the process was fast. It certainly lift off lots of
travel arrangement burden and headache to plan the trip.”



POGO-SCOR FELLOWSHIPS 2026

Mohd Shahabuddin " Brenno Januario da Silva

India to Germany Brazil to Spain
Uncovering Microbial Carbon Using radioisotopes to quantify submarine
Processing Pathways in Mangrove groundwater discharge (SGD) and

Ecosystems Using Stable Isotope associated carbon chemistry fluxes in
Probing and Omics Approaches coastal regions

Giannina Nicole Feliciano

Philippines to Germany
Applying long-term coastal
monitoring approaches to adaptive
management of Philippine marine
protected area

Neha Ramsarup

South Africa to Sweden

Enhancing Integrated Ocean Observations
of Agulhas Current Variability Using
Satellite and Autonomous In Situ Platforms

Zakaria El-Azzouzi

Morocco to Portugal

Integrating MBON Pole to Pole Intertidal ~ A full report on the 2025 Fellowship Programme
survey Methods and CCTBON Thermal prepared by POGO can be found on the 2026

Monitoring Protocols into the Moroccan SCOR Ann .
ual Meeting webpage.
Atlantic Coastal Observation Network g pag

78 APPLICATIONS: 38 FEMALE, 40 MALE



A-RGNO

African Regional Graduate Network in Oceanography (A-RGNO)

RGNO Concept: Regional centers of capacity sharing

Research Discovery Camp in Namibia: Conducted from 2014 to 2022 (online 2020 and
2021). Returned in October 2025 after 2 years of the R/V Mirabilis being unavailable.
Focus is on the biogeochemistry of the Benguela Upwelling System.

Hosted at the University of Namibia with international participation in the lecturers and
students.

Current Status

Will not be held in 2026: Will shift back to a spring timeline in 2027

Presentation to SCOR Capacity Development Committee in April 2026 about challenges
and success

The Capacity Development Committee is working to encourage more international
partnerships and backup plans to the R/V Mirabilis if it is out of operation

SIM NS Agoueox

FOUNDATION



Final Thoughts

» SCOR continued to support its key programs despite temporary funding disruption.

» Diversified funding would support the increasing application demand to SCOR’s
programs, help envision new programs, and mitigate disruptions from individual funding
sources.

 Any organization that funds or otherwise supports progress in ocean science can
see SCOR as a partner in supporting the next generation of scientist in the fields of
ocean science research supported by these organizations.

» Feedback from Visiting Scholars and Travel Grant recipients demonstrate the value of
the program on the careers of participants, including in skills development, networking,
and inspiration.

» SCOR’s capacity development opportunities are an entry point for awareness of SCOR.
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