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SCOR capacity development activities include a visiting scholar program, the POGO-SCOR
fellowships, travel support to early-career scientists from developing countries to attend meetings
and conferences, and the Regional Graduate Networks in Oceanography. Additional capacity
development activities are carried out by the SCOR projects and working groups through
Summer Schools or other trainings.

SCOR has received support from the U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) since 1984 for
capacity development activities. The largest portion of the funds are used for travel grants for
scientific meetings, although a portion is used for SCOR’s contribution to the POGO-SCOR
Fellowships and partial support for the SCOR Visiting Scholars program. Funding from SCOR’s
national committees also supports Visiting Scholars and other ad hoc capacity development-
related activities.

SCOR also builds capacity through the encouragement of early-career and developing-country
scientists in SCOR working groups and projects.

SCOR Capacity Development Committee

The primary purpose of the SCOR Committee on Capacity Development (CD) is to oversee all
SCOR’s capacity development activities and to help the SCOR Secretariat manage these
activities. The Terms of Reference (ToRs) of the CD committee are to:
1. Provide direction for all SCOR’s existing capacity-development activities: participation
of scientists from developing countries and countries with economies in transition in
SCOR activities, POGO-SCOR Fellowship Program, travel grants, and provision of
reports to libraries in developing countries.
2. Guide and assist SCOR Executive Director in development of new capacity-development
activities, particularly the Regional Graduate Schools of Oceanography activity.
3. Assist SCOR-sponsored projects in developing their capacity-development activities.



4. Help SCOR arrange funding for existing and new capacity-development activities.

Assist SCOR in interacting with regional and international groups related to capacity

development in ocean sciences, such as the ICSU regional centers, START, IOC regional

programs, etc.

6. Members of the SCOR Committee on Capacity Development will be appointed for three
years, with one additional renewal for a total period of service of 6 years.

N

In September 2026, the committee consists of ten members. The newest member was recruited in
late 2025, Awnesh Singh (Fiji). The SCOR Secretariat sought nominations from national
committees for replacement members, with priority focus on Oceania in anticipation of the future
departure of the prior chair, Rebecca Zitoun (Australia). In mid-2026 the chair stepped down and
a new chair was selected from the current committee membership, Nubi Olubunmi Ayoola.

Chair: Nubi Olubunmi Ayoola (Nigeria)
Members:

e Sanae Chiba (Canada/PICES)

e Ebenezer Nyadjro (USA)

e Viena Puigcorbé (Spain)

e Moagabo Ragoasha (South Africa)

e Sazlina Salleh (Malaysia)

e Paula Sierra (Colombia)

e Awnesh Singh (Fiji)

e Dale Webber (Jamaica)

¢ Sun Xiaoxia (China-Beijing)

The Capacity Development Committee has met quarterly in 2026 (January, April, July, and will
meet in October). The committee reviewed Visiting Scholar applications (January) and travel
grant applications (quarterly), and several members reviewed POGO-SCOR Fellowship
applications along with other reviewers from POGO’s network. The committee also used these
quarterly meetings to advise SCOR on the capacity development plans for the new working
groups, improvements to the capacity development programs, funding scenarios, and input to
external bodies such as to the UN Ocean Decade.

SCOR Visiting Scholars

Since 2009, SCOR has enlisted the services of ocean scientists from both developed countries
and developing countries, both recently retired and active, to teach short courses and to provide
more extended on-site education and mentorship at developing country host institutions and
aiming to establish future collaborations between the visiting scientist and the host institution.

The SCOR Visiting Scholars Program is a partnership between SCOR and local hosts. SCOR
provides up to $2,500 for airfare and local expenses for each fellow; local hosts often provide
local accommodation and may support some other local expenses. Local support from host



institutions demonstrates institutional commitment to the visit. Information about the program is
available at https://scor-int.org/work/capacity/visiting-scholars/.

For the 2026 cycle, 27 applications were received, an increase from the number of applications
received for 2025 (17). Two new Visiting Scholars were selected to travel in 2026. Additionally,
one of the 2025 Scholars had postponed their trip to 2026. Normally three additional Scholars are
selected each year supported by funding by SCOR’s NSF grant for capacity development
activities. This year the funding was not received until July, while selections are made by the end
of January. The funding will be retained to ensure a full cohort of Scholars can be selected in
2027.

The two 2026 SCOR Visiting Scholars are:

Mohamed Adjou, ISEN Brest, France

Host: Irene Schloss, Centro Austral de Investigaciones Cientificas (CADIC-CONICET),
Ushuaia, Argentina; Universidad Nacional de Tierra del Fuego (UNTDF), Ushuaia,
Argentina

Topic: Marine observational data: from observations to reusable data

Visit Date: 14 to 28 May 2026

Leong Sui Sien, Universiti Putra Malaysia

Host: Thi Hanh Tien Nguyen, Phenikaa University, Hanoi, Vietnam

Topic: Marine Plastic Pollution Mitigation and Microbial Biodegradation Strategies
Visit Date: 22 May 2026 — 5 June 2026

SCOR Visiting Scholars are supported by a grant from the U.S. National Science Foundation
(OCE-2346864) and dues payments by SCOR national committees.

POGO-SCOR Fellowship Programme

The POGO-SCOR Fellowship program is jointly funded by POGO (Partnership for Observations
of the Global Ocean) and is designed to promote training and capacity building leading towards a
global observation scheme for the oceans. The fellowship program is open to scientists,
technicians, postgraduate students, and post-doctoral fellows of developing countries and
countries with economies in transition and involved in oceanographic work. The program has
awarded more than 200 fellowships since 2001.

In 2026, five recipients were selected for the fellowship.

e Mohd Shahabuddin (Post-doc fellow, Institute of seismological Research, India) will be
hosted by the GFZ Helmholtz Centre for Geosciences (Germany) for 3 months.


https://scor-int.org/work/capacity/visiting-scholars/

e Giannina Nicole Feliciano (Lecturer, Ateneo de Manila University, Philippines) will be
hosted by the GEOMAR Helmholtz-Zentrum fuer Ozeanforschung Kiel (Germany) for 2

months.

e Zakaria El-Azzouzi (PhD student, Chouaib Doukkali University, Morocco) will be

hosted by Universidade do Porto (Portugal) for 2 months.

¢ Brenno Januario da Silva (Post-doc fellow, Federal University of Rio Grande, Brazil)
will be hosted by the Instituto de Investigacions Marinas (Spain) for 3 months.

¢ Neha Ramsarup (PhD student, South African Environmental Observation Network,
South Africa) will be hosted by University of Gothenburg (Sweden) for 1 month.

More information about the program can be found on the program website (https://pogo-
ocean.org/capacity-development/pogo-scor-fellowship-programme/) and in the report from
POGO to the SCOR annual meeting (https://scor-int.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/POGO-
SCOR-Fellowships 2025 Report.pdf).

In 2026, SCOR’s contribution to the POGO-SCOR Fellowship program was supported by SCOR

national committee dues.

Travel Support for Developing Country Scientists

SCOR provides travel support for early-career scientists from low- to medium-income countries
to attend ocean science meetings, conferences, workshops, and trainings. Requests for travel
support are only accepted from meeting organizers, who select the recipients based on SCOR’s
eligibility requirements. Meeting organizers conduct their own selection process for grant

recipients.

The following 2026 meetings were approved for support by the Capacity Development

Committee:
Event Date Location Award (USD) | Number of
Recipients
Ocean Sciences Meeting 22-27 Glasgow, UK | $5,000 5
February
44th International Sea Turtle 28 Feb-6 Kailua-Kona, | $3,000 6
Society Symposium Mar 2026 USA
Saroma Sea Ice School 28 Feb-9 Saroma-Ko $5,400 2
March 2026 | Lagoon,
Japan
SOLAS Summer School 2026 | 9-27 March | Tamandaré, $725% 5
2026 Brazil




5th World Small-Scale 27 April-1 Hua Hin, $3,000 4
Fisheries Congress May 2026 Thailand
Sharks International 2026 4-8 May Colombo, Sri | $1,500 1
2026 Lanka
IOCCG Summer Lecture 5-19 July Venice, Italy | $2,000 2
Series: Frontiers in Ocean 2026
Optics and Ocean Colour
Science
Committee on Space Research | 1-9 August | Florence, $1,400 2
Assembly 2026 2026 Italy
Capacity Building on Ocean 10 August- | Banda Aceh, | $3,000 12
Remote Sensing towards 13 Indonesia
Climate Resilience September
2026
International Conference for 7-11 Bremen, $2,000 2
Young Marine Researcher September Germany
(ICYMARE) 2026 2026
Ocean Optics XXVII 13-18 Ghent, $3,000 4
September Belgium
2026
Ramon Margalef Summer 13-18 Barcelona, $3,000 2
Colloquium - Impacts on open | September Spain
ocean bentho-pelagic coupling | 2026
processes
Charting the Future of Ocean 22-24 Oostend, $5,000 6
Passive Acoustics: From September Belgium
observations to science and 2026
management
2nd Gulf of Guinea Ocean 3-9 October | Cotonou, $3,000 4
Sciences Summer School 2026 Benin
7th DMS(P) Symposium: 12-15 Boothbay $4,000 2
Sulfur - Carbon Nexus in the October Harbor, USA
SOLAS Sphere 2026
6th International Symposium 13-16 Wellington, $3,025 5
on the Ocean in a High CO2 October New Zealand
World 2026
6th International Atmospheric 19-23 Porto, $3,000 2
Rivers Conference October Portugal
2026
8th International Marine 13-17 Edinburgh, $4,000 TBD
Conservation Congress November UK

2026




World Conference on Marine 17-20 Bruges, $4,000 2
Biodiversity 2026 November Belgium
2026

Total $58,325 68+

*The SOLAS Summer School was awarded $6k USD but was able to utilize additional
fundraising for the summer school to cover most travel grantees.

Some meetings held mid-year received smaller awards than average; delays in the annual
funding meant awards could only be made with funds leftover from 2025 until the annual
increment was received.

Two meetings in 2027 have been approved for funding so far.

In early 2026, a questionnaire was initiated for travel grantees and distributed to all 2025
recipients as well as all recipients going forward. So far 46 recipients have completed the
questionnaire. Some general findings from these initial responses are the following:
e Just over half of the recipients identify the award as being for their first international
ocean science event.
e Respondents affirm they plan to keep in touch with new connections made at the event.
e 75% had more than half of their travel covered by the award
e About 15% identify language as a barrier to their experience at the meeting.
e Recipients usually need logistical advice, though it doesn’t need to come from SCOR and
frequently comes from the organizers.
e Over half of recipients had never heard of SCOR; ~80% sought further information about
SCOR after the award.
e The events usually have a wide variety of activities aimed at supporting the experience
and career of early-career scientists at the event.

The responses demonstrate the importance of the conference in encouraging the recipients to
advance in their career, building their network with senior and early-career scientists, and
improving their knowledge. They also affirm the importance of the financial and logistical
support from SCOR to make the travel possible.

SCOR travel grants are supported by grants from the U.S. National Science Foundation (OCE-
2346864)

Regional Graduate Network in Oceanography (RGNO) - Research Discovery
Camp at the University of Namibia

The concept of an RGNO originated in a meeting on the topic of “Graduate Education in
Oceanography in Developing Countries as a Means to Understand Global Environmental




Problems” in which attendees recommended the development of multinational graduate schools.
The concept has evolved to encompass centers of networking and training within a region.

The African-RGNO began in 2014, building upon the foundation developed by Prof. Kurt
Hanselmann (Switzerland) during two SCOR visiting scholar fellowships, and with financial
support from the Agouron Institute and the Simons Foundation (since 2017). The A-RGNO
offers annual Research Discovery Camps in Oceanography at the Sam Nujoma Campus
(SANUMARC) of the University of Namibia (UNAM), in collaboration with the National
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Water and Land Reform (MAFWLR; formerly the Ministry of
Fisheries and Marine Resources) of Namibia. The focus of these camps is to provide courses and
hands-on training in the chemical, physical, and biological aspects of oceanography to students
with a particular emphasis on the Benguela Current ecosystem. The course was run from 2014
through 2022 (online during COVID), and then again in October 2025 after two years of the R/V
Welwitschia Mirabilis being unavailable.

The report of the 2025 course (https://scor-int.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/RGNO-2025.pdf)
and a presentation were delivered to the SCOR Capacity Development Committee in April 2026.
The report and presentation demonstrated both successes and challenges of the 2025 course. The
course was successfully conducted with 8 students from 3 countries. The students underwent the
full scope of the training—from study design, sampling, analysis, and poster presentations of
results. The course was challenged by visa issues preventing attendance by some accepted
students and the lack of availability of the R/V Mirabilis. The timing of the Camp had also
moved from spring to fall, changing the availability of historic international instructors.

The university is looking ahead to a new phase of the program. It will be conducted more
autonomously by the university staff team and the new Master of Science in Fisheries and Ocean
Sciences at the university will strengthen the connection to the university. The Capacity
Development Committee has emphasized their previous advice from their review of the program
to build regional partnerships to support the scientific content of the course. Broadening regional
partnerships may also serve to offer backup alternatives to the R/V Mirabilis.



