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Report on the 2025 POGO-SCOR Fellowship Programme 
 
Context: The programme, jointly funded by the Partnership for Observation of the Global Ocean (POGO) 
and the Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR), aims to promote training and capacity 
development in support of a global ocean observation system. Since its inception in 2001, the POGO-SCOR 
Fellowship Programme has awarded over 200 fellowships to early-career ocean scientists, technicians, 
postgraduate students (preferably at PhD level), and post-doctoral researchers from developing countries 
and countries with economies in transition. With a vision to advance sustained ocean observations and 
their applications, the programme enables fellows to undertake short-term placements (typically 1 to 3 
months) at leading oceanographic institutions, where they receive training in various aspects of 
oceanographic observation, analysis, and interpretation. 

There is tremendous interest in the fellowship programme at all levels, from young researchers working in 
oceanographic institutions in developing nations to leading scientists at advanced centres keen to host 
fellows and establish collaborations. It fills an important niche in capacity exchange through specialised, 
hands-on training that is not addressed by intensive courses or participation in scientific meetings. The 
programme helps to strengthen the esprit de corps among oceanographic institutions worldwide and 
serves as a valuable stepping stone towards building long-term collaborations. 

Furthermore, the POGO-SCOR Fellowship Programme is increasingly recognised by other organisations as a 
model for effective capacity development. Its success has inspired the creation of similar schemes by other 
initiatives, such as the Europe-Africa Marine Network (EAMNet), the EUROMARINE consortium of 
European Networks of Excellence, the IOCCG Platt Scholarship, and the PML Trevor Platt Fellowship. The 
POGO Secretariat is frequently approached for guidance on establishing comparable fellowship 
programmes or for potential partnerships in joint initiatives. 

POGO and SCOR wish to commend all members of Review Committee, as well as the supervisors and 
colleagues at the various host institutions, for their dedication and support. The success of the programme 
relies heavily on their willingness to devote the time and effort required to provide high-quality training. 
The fellowship would not be viable without the commitment of these distinguished scientists and their 
teams. 

 

1. Selection process 

The 25th round of the POGO-SCOR fellowship programme was announced on 3 April 2025, with 

deadline of 27 April 2025. The call was disseminated through the POGO & SCOR mailing lists 

(e.g., POGO mailing campaign) and social media platforms (e.g., Instagram). A total of 60 valid 

applications were received, with an equitable gender distribution (43% male and 57% female). 

Applicants represented 26 countries, with regional distribution relatively balanced across Africa 

(36.7%), Asia (35%), and Latin America (28.3%). Proposed host institutions included 49 advanced 

ocean research centres across all continents, primarily located in Europe (60%), but distributed 

across all continents (Figure 1).  

Applications were evaluated independently by a committee of 13 members, comprising 

representatives from the SCOR and POGO Secretariats, the SCOR Capacity Development 

Committee, and two independent reviewers (host supervisors from previous years). Each 

application was reviewed by three randomly assigned committee members, ensuring no 

conflicts of interest. Assessments were based on the following criteria: 

• Quality of the applicant; 
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• International experience (with preference given to applicants with limited previous 
opportunities for long-term or multiple training placements in developed country 
programmes); 

• Quality of the proposal; 

• Relevance to POGO, SCOR, and GOOS priority areas; 

• Contribution to sustained capacity building at the applicant’s home institute; 

• Suitability of the proposed host supervisor/institution for the requested training. 

 

Scores were then aggregated, and budgets for the highest-ranked applicants were calculated. 

The final selection of the five successful fellows was made based on the available budget, while 

ensuring both geographical and gender balance. Shortlisted candidates and prospective host 

supervisors were invited to an informal interview with the POGO Secretariat to discuss the 

details of the proposed training and to familiarise themselves with the administrative 

requirements. This meeting also provided an opportunity to clarify outstanding questions 

regarding the proposal and to ensure mutual understanding of the fellowship’s expectations. For 

many, this served as the first opportunity for direct interaction between the candidate and the 

prospective host supervisor.  

 
Figure 1 – Demography of 2025 POGO-SCOR Fellowship Programme applications (n=60). 
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2. Reports submitted by the 2025 POGO-SCOR fellows and their supervisors 

2.1. Kehinde Oluwasiji Olorunfemi 

 

Country of Origin: Nigeria Host Country: Bangladesh 

 

Parent Supervisor and Institute: Prof. Ademola Aiyesanmi, Federal 
University of Technology Akure, Nigeria 
Host Supervisor and Institute: Dr. Subrata Sarker, Shahjalal 
University of Science and Technology, Bangladesh 
Training topic: Unlocking ocean insights through modelling data 
management and analysis 
Training dates: 20/09/2025 – 08/11/2025 

 
Please provide a brief description of activities during the training period. 

I participated in one-on-one lectures, hands-on practical sessions, and group discussions focused 

on ocean data visualization and modelling. My training period also featured interactions with my 

host supervisor and faculty members of the department of oceanography, on research trends in 

oceanography, as well as experience-sharing. The regular insightful discussions with graduate 

students in the department, deepened my understanding of ocean observation techniques, 

leaving me with a transformative experience for my research and teaching. 

 

What applications of the training received do you envision at your parent institution? 

The skills gained from this training will be applied at Federal University of Technology Akure 

(FUTA) by integrating ODV and Python-based modelling into teaching and research. I plan to 

conduct hands-on workshops, enhance data management and analysis, support local 

monitoring, and foster collaborative research on marine projects. 

Please provide your comments on the Fellowship Programme. 

The programme was highly impactful, it has offered an opportunity to learn and build networks 

with young passionate oceanographers, which will enable me to give back to my home ocean 

enthusiasts.  

 

Report from Host Supervisor 

Please provide your comments on the performance of the trainee 

Mr. Kehinde Oluwasiji Olorunfemi demonstrated outstanding performance throughout his 

POGO–SCOR training period at the Department of Oceanography, Shahjalal University of Science 

and Technology. He consistently attended our scheduled meetings, actively participated in 

http://www.pogo-ocean.org/


                                                                       
www.pogo-ocean.org                                                                                                       https://scor-int.org/ 
 

discussions, and took initiative in developing a clear and well-structured work plan at the 

beginning of his training. He collaborated effectively with current graduate students in the 

department, engaging in joint learning and knowledge exchange. His progress in acquiring new 

technical skills (including data analysis in R, data visualization in Ocean Data View (ODV), and 

introductory modelling of marine pollution) was exceptionally fast and commendable. Mr. 

Olorunfemi showed strong dedication, professionalism, and a genuine enthusiasm for ocean 

science. I am confident that he will successfully apply and extend the knowledge gained here to 

his research and teaching at his home institution. 

 

Is this exchange likely to lead to future collaboration with the trainee’s parent institution? If so 

please give example(s) of how this collaboration may be pursued. 

Yes, this exchange is very likely to lead to future collaboration with the trainee’s parent 

institution. The training has established a strong academic connection between our department 

and the Federal University of Technology Akure (FUTA). We anticipate collaborating on joint 

research projects in ocean data analysis, marine pollution modelling, and coastal monitoring. 

There is also potential for co-supervision of postgraduate students, sharing of teaching materials, 

and organizing virtual or in-person workshops on ocean data visualization using R, Python, and 

ODV. Additionally, joint publications and participation in regional capacity-building initiatives 

would further strengthen long-term cooperation between the two institutions. 

 

Please provide your comments on the Fellowship Programme 

The POGO–SCOR Fellowship Programme is an excellent initiative that significantly contributes to 

capacity building in ocean science. It provides emerging researchers with meaningful exposure to 

modern oceanographic tools, analytical techniques, and international research environments. 

The structure of the programme encourages active learning, collaboration, and mentorship, 

which greatly enhances the trainee’s scientific and professional development. In this case, the 

fellowship successfully enabled productive interaction, skill acquisition, and knowledge exchange 

between our department and the trainee. I believe programmes like this play a vital role in 

strengthening global oceanographic research networks and empowering scientists from 

developing nations to advance marine science in their home institutions. 
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2.2. Abhijith Raj 

 

Country of Origin: India Host Country: United States 

 
Parent Supervisor and Institute: Dr B Praveen Kumar, 
Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services, India 
Host Supervisor and Institute: Dr J Thomas Farrar, Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution, United States 
Training topic: Advanced training in Eddy Covariance data 
processing for wind-wave interaction studies and model 
roughness length improvements  
Training dates: 25/10/2025 – 15/01/2026 

 

Please provide a brief description of activities during the training period 

During my fellowship at WHOI, I worked under the supervision of Dr. J. Thomas Farrar to gain 

advanced competency in eddy covariance (EC) flux analysis. The training program combined 

hands-on experience, collaborative discussions, and research activities with both my supervisor 

and members of the Upper Ocean Processes (UOP) group. 

Through regular meetings with Tom, I deepened my knowledge and gained better understanding 

of the research as an early career observational oceanographer, from instrument deployment to 

data processing and analysis. These interactions provided valuable insights into the datasets I 

work with and exposed me to the research approaches followed by Tom and the UOP group, 

helping me shape my development as a researcher. 

My training focused on processing and analysing complex EC datasets from diverse 

oceanographic regimes. Specifically, I worked with the DBASIS mooring data from the Arctic 

Ocean, investigating flux dynamics in high-latitude conditions. I also processed flux mooring 

datasets from the OOI Irminger Sea and Pioneer Array, where I initiated work on estimating air-

sea fluxes and conducting validation comparisons against the COARE bulk flux algorithm. 

I also worked on developing codes to calculate wave spectra for INCOIS flux mooring datasets, 

integrating data from my home institution with the advanced processing techniques used at 

WHOI. This work directly supports my research on improving roughness length parameterizations 

by accounting for wave age and misalignment. A substantial portion of my training involved 

hands-on learning through extensive interactions with experts from the UOP group, gaining 

practical experience with the instrumentation and techniques used for direct covariance 

measurements. 

 

What applications of the training received do you envision at your parent institution? 
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The training I received has direct and strategic applications for INCOIS’s Ocean Observation 

Network. I plan on implementing the eddy covariance processing protocols learned at WHOI to 

enhance direct flux measurement capabilities at INCOIS. The wave spectra  generation and 

analysis techniques I acquired will be applied to our existing datasets, advancing our 

understandings of wind wave interactions in the Indian Ocean.  

These enhanced analytical capabilities will directly contribute to my ongoing work on refining 

roughness length parameterizations in regional ocean models, improving their accuracy for 

Indian Ocean conditions. Beyond research, I intend to transfer knowledge to my colleagues by 

standardizing our data quality control procedures for high-frequency meteorological data, 

ensuring our observational capabilities match global standards. 

 

Please provide your comments on the Fellowship Programme 

The POGO-SCOR Fellowship has been a transformative experience as an early career researcher. 

For scientists from developing countries like myself, these opportunities are invaluable yet often 

difficult to access and this fellowship effectively bridges that gap, and I strongly recommend it for 

my peers. 

The program provided access to world-class facilities, advanced instrumentation, and datasets 

that are not readily available elsewhere. Working alongside leading scientists in my field not only 

enhanced my technical capabilities but also shaped my approach to research. Equally important 

was the opportunity to build a professional relationships with the UOP group, which I am 

confident will lead to long-term collaborative research between INCOIS and WHOI. 

I am deeply grateful to POGO, SCOR, and my supervisors for creating and supporting this 

opportunity that has significantly advanced both my professional development and my 

institution's research capacity. 

 

Report from Host Supervisor 

Please provide your comments on the performance of the trainee 

It was a pleasure to host Abhijith at WHOI.  I feel like he took full advantage of the opportunities 

presented by this fellowship: he learned some advanced data processing techniques, interacted 

frequently with several scientists and engineers, was exposed to a different research climate than 

at his home institution, and significantly broadened his network by interacting with many WHOI 

scientists, technicians, postdocs, and students.  He also had a chance to explore the United States 

and visit New York City. 

 

Is this exchange likely to lead to future collaboration with the trainee’s parent institution? If so 

please give example(s) of how this collaboration may be pursued 
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We already have some collaborations between our institutions, but having Abhijith spend time 

working with our group at WHOI will surely help deepen these collaborations. I think it is 

especially valuable on an interpersonal level.  Our group is planning joint fieldwork with scientists 

from INCOIS, and it is very helpful for Abhijith to have spent so many weeks attending our 

research group meetings, where we planned ongoing fieldwork projects and adapted to 

unforeseen challenges.  In addition, INCOIS is operating instruments and systems that our group 

provided to them, and Abhijith now personally knows the engineers and technicians who are 

experts on those instruments and systems. 

 

Please provide your comments on the Fellowship Programme 

I think this programme is a wonderful and efficient mechanism for capacity development.  It is 

clear to me that Abhijith got a lot out of his time at WHOI.  He developed some additional 

technical capabilities, but more importantly, he was able to broaden his understanding of ways 

science can be done. 

 

2.3. Mayukhmita Ghose 

  

Country of Origin: India Host Country: Germany 

 
Parent Supervisor and Institute: Dr Cathrine Manohar, 
National Institute of Oceanography, India 
Host Supervisor and Institute: Dr Eileen Kröber, Max-Planck 
Institute for Marine Microbiology, Germany 
Training topic: Uncovering Microbial Carbon Processing 
Pathways in Mangrove Ecosystems Using Stable Isotope 
Probing and Omics Approaches 
Training dates: 02/01/26 – 31/03/2026 

 

Please provide a brief description of activities during the training period 

As a POGO-SCOR Fellow, I undertook a three-month research training at the Max Planck Institute 

for Marine Microbiology, Bremen, Germany, where I gained hands-on experience in the Stable 

Isotope Probing (SIP) workflow, a powerful technique used to identify metabolically active 

microorganisms within complex environmental communities. During this training, my SIP project 

aimed to investigate microbial activity changes associated with the lucinid clams under both 

ambient and environmental stress conditions. 

Upon my arrival, I was warmly welcomed by my host supervisor, Dr. Eileen Kröber. During the 

first week, I received a detailed laboratory introduction to the MPI Labs facilities and safety 

protocols from Dr. Christian Borowski. In the second week, Dr. Eileen introduced me to the 
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fundamental concepts of the SIP technique and her lab research activities. Furthermore, I 

received specialized training on the instruments required for my experimental work. 

Following this orientation, we initiated SIP incubation experiments using lucinid clam-enriched 

sediments with 12C and 13C labelled bicarbonate stable isotopic tracers, under ambient and 

environmental stress conditions (Fig. 1). Environmental parameters associated with the 

incubation conditions were monitored daily. The SIP incubation experiment continued for the 

following two weeks. 

 
 

In the fifth week, following the incubation period, lucinid clams were sacrificed, and I received 

hands-on training in clam dissection and biomass separation (Fig. 2). Subsequently, I performed 

DNA extraction from the clam biomass and measured the DNA concentrations using a Nanodrop 

spectrophotometer. 
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During the sixth and seventh weeks, I received structured hands-on training from my host 

supervisor, Dr. Eileen Kröber, on SIP density gradient preparation and DNA fractionation 

procedures. 

Following this, I performed SIP density gradient preparation using the extracted clam DNA 

samples in polyallomer ultracentrifuge tubes, followed by refractive index measurements. The 

prepared gradients were then subjected to density gradient ultracentrifugation for 42 hours. 

After centrifugation, the ultracentrifuge tubes were carefully removed to avoid disturbing the 

gradient and mounted on a stand for subsequent fractionation. The ultracentrifuge gradient 

tubes were carefully poked with a sterile needle at the top (sealed neck region), to allow 

controlled flow of nuclease-free water containing dye into the tube. A second needle was 

carefully poked at the bottom of the same tube to allow fraction collection from the bottom. A 

total of 12 fractions were collected from each gradient into 2 mL microcentrifuge tubes at a 

controlled pumping rate of 0.002 mL/sec (Fig. 3). Refractive index values were measured for each 

fraction and used to calculate corresponding density values. DNA was subsequently extracted 

from each fraction for downstream analyses. 

 
 

In the ninth week, I began preliminary SIP data analysis, and we planned further continuation of 

downstream data analysis remotely. 

In addition to SIP training, this research stay provided valuable exposure to learn metabolomics 

sample processing and MALDI-TOF mass spectrometry techniques, in the subsequent weeks (Fig. 

4). 
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During the final week, I compiled the experimental results and prepared the final training report. 

We also discussed the future direction of the project and plans for continued collaborative data 

analysis remotely. 

Overall, this advanced SIP training significantly strengthened my methodological expertise 

beyond basic microbial ecology approaches and provided valuable insights into microbial 

symbiosis research. Furthermore, the fellowship offered an excellent opportunity to interact with 

an international scientific community, enabling me to expand my global professional network. 

 

What applications of the training received do you envision at your parent institution? 

My future research goal is to establish dedicated Stable Isotope Probing (SIP) capabilities at my 

parent institution. I plan to initiate pilot-scale studies using SIP protocols on mangrove sediment 

samples to identify metabolically active microorganisms and the key metabolic pathways 

involved in carbon assimilation within mangrove blue carbon ecosystems. This approach will 

strengthen and expand the findings from my doctoral research on microbial contributions to 

carbon cycling in coastal environments. 

Furthermore, the expertise gained during this training will contribute to capacity building at my 

parent institute and may encourage the adoption of SIP-based methodologies across other Indian 

Oceanographic research institutions. 

To ensure broad institutional impact, I plan to organize workshops and hands-on training 

sessions for early-career researchers and students interested in microbial ecology and 

biogeochemistry. By integrating SIP-based methodologies into CSIR-NIO's research infrastructure, 

academic programs, and outreach initiatives, this fellowship will help catalyze long-term 

scientific growth and promote international collaboration. 

 

Please provide your comments on the Fellowship Programme 
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am extremely grateful for the opportunity provided through the POGO-SCOR Fellowship 2025. 

The fellowship enabled me to gain valuable hands-on training on SIP and provided an 

outstanding learning experience during my stay at the Max Planck Institute for Marine 

Microbiology, Bremen, Germany. I sincerely thank the POGO-SCOR team, especially Dr. Lilian A. 

Krug, Laura Ruffoni, and Karolina Iwanaik, for their continuous support throughout the 

programme. 

I am deeply thankful to my host supervisor, Dr. Eileen Kröber, for her excellent mentorship, 

insightful scientific discussions, and generous knowledge sharing. Her guidance, along with the 

structured skill training and constant support, greatly enriched my learning experience. I truly 

enjoyed working in her Organosulfur research group, alongside a wonderful group of enthusiastic 

researchers, and I extend my sincere thanks to all group members. 

This fellowship also provided an excellent opportunity to engage with the international scientific 

community of the Max Planck Institute for Marine Microbiology, particularly within the Symbiosis 

Department. These interactions helped me broaden my scientific perspective and strengthen my 

professional network in marine microbial ecology. I am thankful to the members of symbiosis 

research group for their valuable interactions. 

I would also like to sincerely thank my Ph.D. supervisor, Dr. Cathrine S. Manohar, for her constant 

encouragement to gain international experience and learn advanced research skills in the field. I 

am grateful to my parent institute, CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography, India, and Academy 

of Scientific and Innovative Research (AcSIR) for permitting me to undertake this advanced 

research training during my Ph.D. 

I am extremely thankful to my husband, Dr. Ashutosh S. Parab, for his encouragement for this 

training program and support in this journey. 

I sincerely acknowledge and thank POGO-SCOR for their financial support and for creating such a 

highly impactful program that enables early-career researchers to gain advanced training and 

build international collaborations. I strongly recommend this fellowship program to early-career 

researchers seeking international exposure and specialized scientific training. 

 

Report from Host Supervisor 

Please provide your comments on the performance of the trainee 

Mayukhmita Ghose demonstrated a strong commitment to learning and adapted quickly to the 

research environment at the Max Planck Institute for Marine Microbiology. Over the course of 

the fellowship, she acquired both theoretical understanding and practical skills in Stable Isotope 

Probing (SIP), including incubation design, density gradient ultracentrifugation, and DNA 

fractionation. 

She performed laboratory work carefully and reliably, particularly during technically sensitive 

steps such as gradient preparation and fractionation. After initial training, she was able to carry 

out experimental procedures with a good degree of independence. 

http://www.pogo-ocean.org/


                                                                       
www.pogo-ocean.org                                                                                                       https://scor-int.org/ 
 

 

She actively engaged in scientific discussions and showed a clear interest in linking 

methodological approaches to ecological questions, especially in the context of microbial carbon 

cycling in mangrove ecosystems. 

For further development, strengthening quantitative data analysis and interpretation skills will 

be important to fully leverage the datasets generated through SIP approaches. 

Overall, her performance during the fellowship was excellent, and she made effective use of the 

training opportunity. 

Is this exchange likely to lead to future collaboration with the trainee’s parent institution? If so 

please give example(s) of how this collaboration may be pursued 

Yes, this exchange is likely to lead to continued collaboration with the trainee’s parent institution. 

Planned activities include joint analysis and interpretation of the SIP datasets generated during 

the fellowship, with the aim of preparing a joint publication. In addition, there is potential for 

comparative studies between mangrove ecosystems in India and related systems studied at the 

host institution. 

The collaboration may also involve supporting the implementation of SIP methodologies at the 

parent institution through knowledge transfer and continued scientific exchange. In the longer 

term, this could develop into joint research proposals focused on microbial processes in coastal 

and blue carbon ecosystems. 

 

Please provide your comments on the Fellowship Programme 

The POGO-SCOR Fellowship Programme provides a valuable opportunity for early-career 

researchers to gain hands-on experience with advanced methodologies in an international 

research environment. 

The programme is particularly effective in facilitating focused, short-term training and fostering 

international scientific exchange. One aspect that could further enhance its impact would be 

additional support for post-fellowship collaboration and continued data analysis. 

Overall, the programme represents an important mechanism for capacity building and the 

development of long-term scientific collaborations. 
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2.4. Matheus Batista 

 

Country of Origin: Brazil Host Country: Portugal 

 
Parent Supervisor and Institute: Prof Rodrigo Kerr, Federal 
University of Rio Grande, Brazil 
Host Supervisor and Institute: Dr Afonso Ferreira, 
Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal 
Training topic: Phytoplankton Community Composition in 
Coastal Waters Using Satellite Remote Sensing 
Training dates: 04/10/2025 – 17/12/2025 

 

Please provide a brief description of activities during the training period 

During my training period at the Faculty of Sciences of the University of Lisbon, as a POGO–SCOR 

Fellow, I carried out activities focused on the analysis of satellite-derived oceanographic data and 

scientific dissemination. Initially, I received training in downloading, processing, and visualizing 

satellite data using Python, as well as in understanding the potential and applicability of satellite 

data for distinguishing phytoplankton groups in marine environments. Subsequently, sea surface 

salinity and sea surface temperature data were obtained from the Copernicus Marine Service 

using the Multi Observation Global Ocean Sea Surface Salinity and Sea Surface Temperature 

product. Chlorophyll-a concentration data were obtained from the ESA Climate Change Initiative 

(CCI), version 5, with a spatial resolution of 4 km. 

These datasets were analyzed for the Patos Lagoon estuary and the South Atlantic Ocean. 

Monthly and climatological means were computed for the period from 2015 to 2024, and the 

results were visualized through figures produced using Python. Additionally, satellite data from 

2024 were analyzed separately to investigate the potential impacts of the extreme flooding 

events that occurred in Rio Grande do Sul on chlorophyll-a, sea surface temperature, and sea 

surface salinity. This analysis included comparisons between 2024 conditions and the long-term 

climatology, as well as the generation of time series (monthly means from 2015–2024) and 

boxplots representing monthly variability for 2024. 

In addition to data analysis, I presented my work in a seminar to the research group in which I 

was integrated in Lisbon, fostering scientific discussion and collaboration. I also participated in 

two scientific events in Portugal: The Portuguese Conference on Polar Sciences and a workshop 

organized by APECS Portugal, where I presented research projects developed in Brazil. 

 

What applications of the training received do you envision at your parent institution? 

The training received during my stay at the University of Lisbon will be directly applied at my 

parent institution in both research and academic activities. The satellite-derived datasets 
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processed during the training period will be incorporated into my PhD thesis, forming chapter 

focused on assessing the impacts of extreme events, such as flooding, on the biogeochemistry of 

the Patos Lagoon estuary and the South Atlantic Ocean. This approach will allow the integration 

of remote sensing observations with in situ and biogeochemical analyses, strengthening the 

interdisciplinary scope of my PhD research. 

In addition, the methodological knowledge acquired during the training, particularly in the 

acquisition, processing, and analysis of satellite data, as well as the use of Python for 

climatological analyses and data visualization, will be applied in my PhD project and within my 

research group. I intend to disseminate these techniques by sharing scripts, workflows, and best 

practices with colleagues and students, contributing to capacity building and fostering the use of 

remote sensing tools in ongoing and future projects and studies. 

The experience gained will also support the development of new research questions related to 

climate variability and extreme events in coastal and shelf environments, particularly through the 

application of satellite-derived observations to biogeochemical processes and the marine carbon 

cycle. This will encourage collaborative studies within my scientific group and with national and 

international partners. Overall, the training will enhance the scientific output of my parent 

institution by strengthening analytical capabilities, promoting knowledge transfer, and fostering 

the development of new research lines based on remote sensing approaches in coastal and shelf 

biogeochemistry and physical oceanography. 

 

Please provide your comments on the Fellowship Programme 

The Fellowship Programme was an extremely enriching experience for my academic and 

professional development. It represented my first opportunity to work within an institution 

outside Brazil, allowing me to experience a different academic environment, research culture, 

and scientific perspective. This international exposure was fundamental for broadening my 

scientific vision and strengthening my independence as a researcher. 

The programme also provided an excellent framework for knowledge exchange, fostering 

interactions with researchers and students from different backgrounds. This experience will 

certainly contribute to the establishment of future collaborations between my parent institution 

in Brazil and the host institution in Portugal, strengthening international scientific partnerships 

and joint research initiatives. 

Overall, the Fellowship Programme played a key role in my academic trajectory by promoting 

scientific excellence, internationalization, and professional growth, and I am very grateful to 

POGO-SCOR for the opportunity to be part of it. 

 

Report from Host Supervisor 

Please provide your comments on the performance of the trainee 
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Matheus demonstrated excellent performance throughout the training period. Despite the short 

duration of the fellowship, he quickly acquired key skills in the analysis of satellite remote sensing 

data, which will be highly beneficial for his PhD project and future career. He was consistently 

motivated and demonstrated a high degree of autonomy. Matheus not only applied this 

knowledge to start downloading physical and biological satellite data for his PhD study region, 

but also critically interpreted the preliminary results within the context of coastal processes. 

Matheus worked independently while also actively engaging in scientific discussions within our 

Phytoplankton Monitoring and Remote Sensing research group at MARE. In addition, he 

delivered an in-house seminar and participated in several scientific meetings and workshops held 

in Lisbon during his stay. 

Overall, his performance reflected a high level of scientific maturity and commitment, which is 

particularly noteworthy given that Matheus is at an early stage of his PhD. Based on his 

performance, I have no doubt that he will develop into a successful PhD researcher. 

 

Is this exchange likely to lead to future collaboration with the trainee’s parent institution? If so 

please give example(s) of how this collaboration may be pursued 

Yes, this exchange will lead to future collaboration with the trainee’s parent institution. Despite 

the relatively short training period, Matheus is already working on a scientific manuscript that 

stems directly from the work conducted and the scientific discussions that took place during the 

training period. This paper focuses on an extreme flooding event in the Patos Lagoon and its 

impacts on the Patos Lagoon estuary and the adjacent coastal region of the South Atlantic 

Ocean, using a combination of satellite-derived and in situ data. This work is expected to be 

incorporated into Matheus’s PhD thesis. 

The use of in situ data is particularly important, as it will enable future validation of satellite 

observations for the study of phytoplankton dynamics in optically complex coastal environments, 

such as the Patos Lagoon estuary. 

This collaboration will strengthen the already established scientific connection between MARE 

and GOAL-FURG and will support the long-term development of Matheus’s research. 

 

Please provide your comments on the Fellowship Programme 

I found the POGO–SCOR Fellowship Programme to be an excellent initiative that effectively 

promotes capacity building, scientific exchange, and international collaboration. In this case, it 

provided Matheus with a valuable opportunity to develop skills, gain international research 

experience, and expand his professional network. Without this programme, it is unlikely that 

Matheus would have had such an opportunity at this stage of his research career. 

Moreover, from my perspective as Host Institution Supervisor, the programme is highly beneficial 

as it promotes the exchange of ideas and perspectives between researchers and institutions. 

While our group has experience in studying phytoplankton communities in coastal regions, the 
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opportunity to contribute to research on the Patos Lagoon estuary was particularly valuable, 

especially in the context of an extreme flooding event. The structure and support provided by the 

programme were also key to the success of Matheus’s training and to the development of its 

future scientific outcomes. 

Overall, I believe the Fellowship Programme is a valuable initiative by POGO and SCOR that 

makes a key contribution to the development of the next generation of marine scientists at a 

global scale, while simultaneously fostering strong international research partnerships. 

 

2.5. Marzieh Biglari (Postponed) 

 

Country of Origin: Iran 
Host Country: United 
Kingdom 

 
Parent Supervisor and Institute: Dr Mahdi Shadab Far, 
Ayatollah Boroujerdi University, Iran. 
Host Supervisor and Institute: Dr Elnaz Naghibi, University 
of East London, UK. 
Training topic: Data-Driven Discovery and Forecasting of 
Ocean Surface Dynamics Using SINDy and PINNs Trained on 
Observation Data 
Training dates: Postponed due to geopolitical conflict 
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