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● Committee consists of 28 members: 13 
agency reps and 15 scientific 
members, including the chair and 
past chair.

● 44 participants attended the 
IOCCG-30 Committee Meeting, 
including working group and task 
force chairs who gave updates on 
their activities, and invited 
presenters/collaborators. 

Current chair (until 2027)
Dr. Shubha Sathyendranath
Plymouth Marine Lab, UK

IOCCG Committee Member rotations →

Membership rotations in 2026: 
Thanked: 

Wonkook Kim (S. Korea), 
Chuanmin Hu (USA), 
Aurea Ciott (Brazil), 

Steve Groom (NCEO, UK)

Welcomed: 
Jae-Hyun Ahn (S. Korea), 

Lino Sander (Brazil), 
Marié Smith (S. Africa), 

Brian Barnes (USA) 

30th IOCCG Committee 
Meeting & Rotations



30th IOCCG Committee 
Meeting Highlights
Tokyo, Japan | 12 - 16 April 2025

● Full minutes available online
ioccg.org/what-we-do/committee-meetings

● Discussions on 
● mission extension for JAXA’s GCOM-C 

and Korea’s GOCI 
● satellite validation, including potential 

synergies with BGC Argo and training 
on protocols and uncertainties

● Discussions of future capacity 
development, ML/AI impacts, and 
public-private partnerships

30th IOCCG Committee Meeting, 2026
Tokyo, Japan and online →

Current chair (until 2027)
Dr. Shubha Sathyendranath
Plymouth Marine Lab, UK

http://ioccg.org/what-we-do/committee-meetings


Outreach & Capacity-Building 
Accomplishments



● 1 - 5 December 2025, Darmstadt, Germany
● Hosted by ESA & EUMETSAT
● Theme: “Ocean Colour: serving Earth system 

science & our society”
● 64 new community recommendations on 

ocean colour science
● >230 Poster abstracts on ocean colour science 

and application to ocean carbon & climate, 
biodiversity, water quality

iocs.ioccg.org

Location and participants of IOCS-2025 → 

https://iocs.ioccg.org/


Session associated with IOCCG-30 & IOCS-2025 → 

IOCCG Engagement of Opportunity
hosted in conjunction with other meetings or in 
partnership with other lead agencies

● Most recent trainings & engagement
○ IOCS-2025: 2 training sessions, in HyperCP, 

and ThoMaS Matchup Toolkit, Dec 2025
○ Japanese ocean colour science sharing 

session at IOCCG-30, May 2026
ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education/other/

http://ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education/other/


Multi-Sensor Ocean Colour Course
December 2025, hosted by EUMETSAT in Darmstadt, 
Germany

● The first Multi-Sensor Ocean Colour (MSOC) 
Course was hosted by EUMETSAT at their 
headquarters in Darmstadt, Germany with 
support from NASA, ESA and IOCCG.

● The course followed the 2025 International 
Ocean Colour Science meeting. All meeting 
material will be available on the EUMETSAT 
website at classroom.eumetsat.int & IOCCG
ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education/lectures

Location and participants of MSOC 2025 →

http://classroom.eumetsat.int/
https://ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education/lectures


7th IOCCG Summer Lecture Series
 5 – 19 July 2026, hosted by CNR & VIU, Venice, Italy

● The SLS is a biennial 2-week advanced training 
course on the fundamentals of ocean optics, 
bio-optics and ocean colour remote sensing to 
help produce future leaders in the field.

● Local coordinators: Drs. Laura Zoffoli, and 
Vittorio Brando

● 30 participated were trained in 2026. 
● Full report of the training available at

ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education/reports-of-
past-ioccg-training-courses-workshops

 Location & participants of SLS 2026 →

https://ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education/reports-of-past-ioccg-training-courses-workshops/
https://ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education/reports-of-past-ioccg-training-courses-workshops/


IOCCG Platt Scholarship

USD $5000 awarded to a student / 
scholar from a developing country to 
conduct hands-on research or receive 
in-depth training in ocean colour at a 
foreign institution for up to 3 months.

Application window:
12 August - 12 November each year

ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education
/platt-scholarship

B Goutami - 2026 Platt Scholar
XIM University, India
Proposed research: Satellite-Based 
Assessment of Phytoplankton 
Phenology as an Indicator of 
Ecosystem Resilience in Coastal and 
Estuarine Environments with Gemma 
Kulk at Plymouth Marine Lab (PML), UK

Our 2024-2026 awardees →
2024 Scholar Hellen Kizenga 

presenting at IOCS-2025
2025 Scholar R Chandra Naik

Presenting at OSM 2026

https://ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education/platt-scholarship/
https://ioccg.org/what-we-do/training-and-education/platt-scholarship/


Scientific Accomplishments



Evaluation of Atmospheric 
Correction Algorithms over Turbid 
Waters
The IOCCG Working Group on Intercomparison of 
Atmospheric Correction Algorithms over 
Optically-Complex Waters have published their final 
report on the evaluation of atmospheric correction 
algorithms over turbid waters, now available on the 
IOCCG website and the Ocean Best Practices 
Repository.

Cover of IOCCG Report 21 → 



A Scientific Roadmap of Aquatic 
Hyperspectral Remote Sensing: 
Overview of Status, Challenges and 
Future Perspectives, v1.0

The IOCCG Task Force on Aquatic Hyperspectral 
Remote Sensing has published a roadmap that 
defines the benefits of hyperspectral remote 
sensing techniques relative to ocean colour 
retrievals from heritage multispectral sensors, 
identifies new and emerging science questions, 
and highlights gaps and challenges that remain to 
be addressed. 

Latest in the IOCCG Report Series → 



CEOS Aquatic Carbon Roadmap

The CEOS OCR-VC in collaboration with the IOCCG 
task force on Ocean Carbon from Space and the 
IOCCG working group on Ocean Primary Production 
from Space have completed the Draft CEOS Aquatic 
Carbon Roadmap to be approved by CEOS at the 
next CEOS Plenary.
The roadmap outlines the critical nature of Earth 
observation for quantifying and monitoring carbon 
stocks and fluxes across all aquatic systems, 
documenting why these observations are required 
to support climate assessments, national 
inventories, and global stocktakes.



Plans for Scientific Development 
& Implementation



Training: Observing marine 
ecosystem structure and function
26 Oct - 3 Nov 2026, hosted by INCOIS & CUSAT, India

● Training organized by the Trevor Platt Science 
Foundation in conjunction with many partners, 
including IOCCG

● 40 participants | 3 IOCCG-sponsored
● Participants also attend the TREVOR-SAFARI 

Symposium, 4-6 Nov 2026 at CUSAT.
● Training includes open access online component 

of weekly virtual webinars from 7 Jul - 6 Oct, with 
recordings posted online
https://trevorfoundation.org/symposium/#onlinetraining

Location of classroom portion of training →



Scientific Working Groups
● Conducting benthic reflectance 

measurements
 ioccg.org/group/benthic
expected publication in 2026

● Ocean primary production from space
ioccg.org/group/oceanpp
established 2023 → drafting report

● Classification of optical water types in 
aquatic radiometry
ioccg.org/group/owt
established 2023 → drafting report

● Lidar for ocean applications 
ioccg.org/group/lidar/
established 2025

Protocol Working Groups
● Sampling and measurement of dissolved 

organic matter
Peer reviewed 2024 → finalizing protocol

● HPLC analysis of phytoplankton pigments
 https://ioccg.org/group/protocol-hplc/
established 2024 → drafting protocol

● Absorption and sampling by suspended 
particulate matter
upcoming



Other on-going activities
● Active NASA grant with SCOR (2023-2026), 

extended to 2027 for continued activities of 
working groups and task forces

● Open call for 2027 IOCCG Platt Scholarship until 
12 November 2026

● Training course in conjunction with the Trends 
Reflection Evolution & Vision in Ocean Research 
(TREVOR) Symposium, Hyderabad & Kochi, India, 
November 2026

● 2nd Multi-sensor satellite ocean colour course
● 7th International Ocean Colour Science Meeting
● 8th IOCCG Summer Lecture Series, Venice, Italy, 

July 2028



Communication Channels
Quarterly news bulletins
ioccg.org/news

● News from IOCCG, sponsoring agencies, 
SCOR, and the community

● Upcoming events
● Released Feb, May, Aug, & Nov annually

Our mailing list
ioccg.org/news/subscribe-ioccg-mailing-list

● Official communications from the IOCCG 
Project Office

● Community announcements

Our websites
ioccg.org

● Training & education resources
● Committee meeting minutes
● IOCCG scientific reports, protocols, & 

task force white papers
● Employment and funding opportunities
● Ocean colour bibliography

iocs.ioccg.org

● Community recommendations for 
advancing ocean colour science

● Past IOCS meeting proceedings, 
presentations, and documents

http://www.ioccg.org/news
http://ioccg.org/news/subscribe-ioccg-mailing-list
http://ioccg.org


IOCCG Chair
Shubha Sathyendranath (ssat@pml.ac.uk)
IOCCG Project Office
Raisha Lovindeer (raisha@ioccg.org)

Other ways to stay in touch
ioccg.org/news/subscribe-ioccg-mailing-list

ioccg.org  •  iocs.ioccg.org

http://ioccg.org/news/subscribe-ioccg-mailing-list
http://ioccg.org

