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The International Association for Biological Oceanography 
(IABO) is an international non-governmental non-profit 
organization. 

 IABO’s main activities 2025 to 2026 include:

 Organizational support for the VII WCMB meeting soon to be held in Bruges, Belgium between  
November 17th to 20th 2026

 The Carlo Heip awardee for the period 2023 to 2025- was selected

 Continuing successfully the PeerJ-IABO Hub

 Continuing collaborations between IABO and SCOR



Lead Organizer: Dr. Leen Vandepitte (Flanders Marine Institute; VLIZ). 
website www.wcmb2026.org ; LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/world-conference-on-marine-biodiversity-378410326/

 IABO submitted an application to SCOR (thank you SCOR!) for travel support for international
students &/or Early career researchers (ECRs) to attend the WCMB 

 2 Travel grants (IABO & SCOR funds) of 2500 Euros each were awarded
 The awardees are: Ms. Maria H. Benavides-Marchena of the National University of Colombia 

& Mr. Daniel Cutrim of Universidade Federal do Maranhao, Brazil

 CARLO HEIP AWARDEE (2023 to 2025):
 Prof. Philippe Bouchet was chosen (from 8 nominations). Prof. Bouchet ( Emeritus Professor) 

has profoundly advanced marine biodiversity science, describing 884 taxons, leading 14 
major international expeditions & making highly cited contributions on species richness & 
extinction & shaping global understanding of marine mega-diversity!
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IABO continues to grow its membership* (Google Form on the IABO 
website)
IABO members receive notifications about:
• Travel grants, 
• Fellowships, 
• Job opportunities, 
• International collaborations &
• publishing benefits of the PeerJ-IABO Hub

Total number of countries: 106



 IABO’s Executive team reviewed & evaluated 11 SCOR Working Group proposals (2026). 
The team provided detailed analyses of strengths, weaknesses & final recommendations.

 Continuing liaison support to SCOR Working Groups:
    Advancing standardization of Coastal and Nearshore demersal fish visual CENSUS   
    techniques- CONCENSUS

 IABO president – continued participation in SCOR Executive and SCOR meetings

 New IABO President (November 2026): Dr. Ana Carolina Peralta, Associate Researcher, USF 
College of Marine Science, St. Petersburg, Florida, USA

IABO and SCOR Activities 



THANK YOU EVERYONE 

                 and 

WISHING SCOR (and EVERYONE)

the VERY BEST!
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