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INTRODUCTION 

IAPSO has the prime goal of ‘promoting the study of scientific problems relating to the oceans 
and the interactions taking place at the sea floor, coastal, and atmospheric boundaries insofar as 
such research is conducted by the use of mathematics, physics, and chemistry.’ IAPSO works 
mainly through 1) biennial scientific assemblies; 2) working groups; 3) commissions; 4) 
services; and 5) website information.  Of special importance to IAPSO is the involvement of 
early career scientists as well as those from least developed countries.   

 
 
IAPSO is one of eight associations within IUGG, the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics. 
It maintains formal liaison with other scientific commissions and committees. These include the ISC's 
Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR), and UNESCO's Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission (IOC).  For more information see https://iapso-ocean.org/.  
 
ADMINISTRATION 

The IAPSO office is managed by Secretary General (SG) Silvia Blanc (sg@iapso-ocean.org).   
The IAPSO Bureau consists of the following members until elections in July 2027:  
 

President:    Hans van Haren (the Netherlands)  
Secretary General:   Silvia Blanc (Argentina)  
Past President:   Trevor McDougall (Australia)  
Treasurer:    Ken Ridgway (Australia)  
 
The IAPSO Executive Committee comprises of the Bureau members and, until July 2027,  
Vice-Presidents:   Juliet Hermes (South Africa)  
    Toshiyuki Hibiya (Japan)  

 
Members at Large:  Joellen Russell (USA)  

Yukio Masumoto (Japan)  
Jae-Hun Park (Republic of Korea)  
Alejandra Sanchez-Franks (UK)  
Regina Rodrigues (Brazil)  
Peter Zavialov (Russia)  
Malin Ödalen (Germany)  ECS) 

 

https://iapso-ocean.org/


ACTIVITIES 

IAPSO Early Career Scientist Working Group 
The IAPSO Early Career Scientist (ECS) Working Group was established in 2019, currently chaired by 
Malin Ödalen (Germany). In 2025, IAPSO ECS joined the IUGG ECS Committee that officially 
launched on 1 April 2025 and contributed to the IUGG ECS Net (https://iugg-ecs.org/). Regular 
communications included frequent updates of advertised jobs and other opportunities on the IAPSO ECS 
website and Bluesky (@iapso-ecs.bsky.social) where the network now reaches 450 subscribers. In 
addition, IAPSO ECS published a news magazine featuring interviews with early career ocean scientists. 
 
IAPSO Best Practice Study Groups  
Since January 2020 IAPSO has begun to fund IAPSO Best Practice Study Groups BPSG at the rate of 
two every two years (https://iapso-ocean.org/funding-opportunities/best-practices-study-groups.html). 
An IAPSO Best Practice Study Group will address an issue whose resolution will assist in the conduct 
of oceanographic research.  In carrying out oceanographic research, a choice must frequently be made 
between a few options for measuring data, analysing data, processing software, or modelling a system. 
The reasons for choosing between competing methods are often not well documented and the relative 
strengths and weaknesses of these routes are usually not published or well known.  Each Best Practice 
Study Group will receive up to US$12,000 towards the costs of a meeting.   
As a result of the 2025 call for IAPSO BPSG the following two proposals were selected for the period 
2026-2027: 

 BPSG on  “Best practices for numerical methods in computational Lagrangian 
oceanography.” 

 BPSG on “Multi-Model Wave Reanalyses in Overlapping Regional Domains (MER-EP 
Wave inter-comparison Study Group).”  

 
IAPSO participations in joint committees  
Joint Commission on Ice-Ocean Interactions (JCIOI, joint with IACS) 
Joint Committee on the Properties of Seawater (JCS)—Early 2026 modified membership 
Tsunami Commission (JTC, Joint with IASPEI and IAVCEI) 
IASPEI/IAVCEI/IAPSO International Heat Flow Commission (IHFC) 
IAPSO Standard Seawater Service 
IAPSO Commission on Sea Level and Tides—January 2026 new president 
IUGG Commission on Mathematical Geophysics---May 2026 new IAPSO representative 
 
Inter-association and IUGG-related activities  
-Two IAPSO-supported proposals were awarded within the IUGG Grants Program 2025/2026: 

-12th National Marine Sciences Conference, Puerto Madryn, Argentina, December 2025 
-4thWorld Conference on Meteotsunamis, Klaipeda, Lithuania, 5-9 October 2026 
 

Announcements  
• 29th IUGG General Assembly will be held from 15-23 July 2027 in Incheon, South Korea. 
• Organization has initiated for the IAMAS/IAPSO Joint Assembly to be held at the University of 

Manchester, UK, July 2029. 
   

July, 2026 
Submitted by Hans van Haren, IAPSO President,  
also on behalf of Silvia Blanc, Secretary General  
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