IQOE

International Quiet Ocean Experiment

Charting the Future of Ocean Passive Acoustics:
From observations to science and management

A committee set up by the International Quiet Ocean Experiment (IQOE) is planning a workshop to provide an
opportunity for participants to help design the next phase of international activities related to passive acoustic
observations of the ocean and their use in scientific research, education, management, and the arts.

The workshop will:

1. Bring together the ocean acoustics and bioacoustics communities to continue scientific activities that
resulted from the 10-year International Quiet Ocean Experiment and to explore new research directions

2. Define the next steps to implement Ocean Sound as an Essential Ocean Variable at a global scale

Dates: 22 — 24 September 2026
Location: InnovOcean Campus of the Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ), Oostende, Belgium

This hybrid meeting aims to attract global participants at all career stages with backgrounds spanning the
science and engineering of marine passive acoustic observations and research, inclusive of policy and industry
applications. Voices from early-career to established scientists will be critical to guiding the next phase of this
work.

Find out more, and register for updates here:
https://www.igoe.org/workshops/charting-future-ocean-passive-acoustics-observations-science-and-

management-2026

This meeting is supported both by The Partnership for Observation of the Global Ocean (POGO) and The
Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR).

Why should industry representatives attend this meeting?

The International Quiet Ocean Experiment (IQOE) was a decade-long international programme that brought
together scientists, industry, regulators, and civil society to better understand ocean soundscapes and the
effects of human-generated noise on marine life. Building on this foundation, the community is now working to
implement Ocean Sound as a Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) Essential Ocean Variable (EQV). This effort
aims to establish coordinated, long-term, and internationally comparable passive acoustic observations of the
ocean to support sustainable ocean management, biodiversity conservation, and evidence-based policy.
Industry engagement is essential to ensure these observing efforts are practical, scalable, and aligned with
operational realities.

Participation will allow industry partners to engage directly with leading scientists and policymakers, contribute
their technical expertise, identify opportunities for collaboration and innovation, and demonstrate leadership in
environmental stewardship and sustainable ocean use. The meeting will also provide early insight into emerging
monitoring frameworks that may inform future regulatory and environmental reporting requirements.
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Sponsorship

A limited number of sponsorship and display opportunities are available for representatives from the
industry, as outlined below:

Sponsor — USD 1,000

e Corporate logo displayed on meeting materials (banner, holding slide, website, and
meeting documents)

e Acknowledgement as a Sponsor during the opening session
e 1 complimentary registration inc. welcome reception

Gold Sponsor — USD 3,500 (limited availability)

e Corporate logo displayed on meeting materials (banner, holding slide, website, and
meeting documents)

e Acknowledgement as a Gold Sponsor during the opening session and plenary sessions
e 2 complimentary registrations inc. welcome reception
e Exhibition space (*2 mx 2 m)

Targeted Sponsorship

e Sponsors may choose to allocate part or all of their contribution toward supporting
participation from Early Career Ocean Professionals (ECOPs) and/or scientists from low-
income countries.

Industry representatives are warmly encouraged to participate in the workshop regardless of sponsorship.
Companies are welcome to attend as regular participants, and sponsorship is offered as an additional
opportunity for those wishing to increase their visibility and support the event

If you would like to book a sponsorship package, or discuss further, please contact Lucille Chapuis
l.chapuis@latrobe.edu.au.

Please note that the hosts will not be providing a shell scheme for exhibits, or appointing exhibition or
logistics suppliers. Sponsors should make their own arrangements to transport display materials to the
meeting.
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