Taking the train from Brussels Airport to Oostende

Overview of the journey

Departure station: Brussels Airport—Zaventem (located directly under the terminal)
Arrival station: Oostende

Operator: SNCB / NMBS (Belgian national railways)

Typical travel time: about 1 hour 45 minutes to 2 hours

Frequency: around 50+ trains per day on this route

Connections (very important)

There are usually no direct trains from Brussels Airport to Oostende. You will normally make one
change, most often at:

e Brussels-South (Bruxelles-Midi / Brussel-Zuid), or
e Brussels-Central, or occasionally
e Ghent (Gent-Sint-Pieters)

Most itineraries look like:
1. Brussels Airport—Zaventem - Brussels-South or Brussels-Central

2. Connection - Oostende (InterCity train)

This connection pattern is standard and well coordinated.

Tickets and pricing

Tickets can be bought at ticket machines or counters at the airport station or online via
SNCB/NMBS or international platforms like Trainline.

Expect prices roughly in the €25—€30 range for a standard adult ticket, depending on timing and
fare conditions.

Airport rail journeys include the Brussels Airport supplement, which is usually built into the
ticket price when you select Brussels Airport as your origin.



Practical tips

e Trains signposted Noord / Central / Zuid are the ones you want for your first leg.
e Allow a comfortable transfer time (10—15 minutes is usually enough in Brussels stations).

e Oostende is the final stop on many westbound InterCity trains, so it’s easy to know when
to get off.



