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The President of SCOR 
Hr. Gol•'" Hum::,hrey, 
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DeFLr !llJ'.'y!;-ol:'
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c Hiunphrey: 

Your ref. 0330/�25 GFH/MM

'r,. auk .ron for yonr meL'10randnm of l\:arch 16th, to the SC::OR member, 
mr. Vagn I:r o Hm1sen, Danmarks },'iskeri-og IIavunders0gelser, ChaTlottenluncl 
3lot, ,;harlottenl,mcl, lJenr.<J.arko 

He regret to inform JOU that r.ir. Vagn Hunsen at the moment is on a 
yo1trney in South Africa and 1-lill not be back until the middle 0f 
April this year, so it is im�ossible for him to seud any comments 
on this �ro,osal before April 9th. 

'J1he r er.10ranclum will be r,resented to rir" Vag;n Hausen as soon as he 
i_s back againo 

Yonrs sincerely 
.1.·or 

C - 14 laborator1ef, 
Danmarks Fiskeri- og Havunders0gelser

Charlottenlund Slot. 
Charlottenlund, 
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The Secretary 
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WOODS HOLE 'OCEANOGRAPHIC INSTITUTION 

WOOCS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

htnhard•Nacht•Strasse 78 
H�burg 4, Cermany 

April S, 1961 

Deal" Sir: 

J t have recent 1y received and read with int .etes..t. __ .t Professor 
L. Zenkevitch for an experimental troptcalL'-eeean · - ion as  a part of the
Indtsn Ocean Expedition. At the 1uggeat_t,2

�
f Dr. Q •. ·.··• Humplu-ey., I am 

s�nding the i;ollow::t�g. e<.mne
. 

· nts wbL

�

cth �· ill reach in time for dis• 
cusslon at the Paris -meeting. 

/ / ) 
. . 

I do feel strongly that a centra� d tn� ational land baae, should .be 
establis?ed as a part or.�fi?B-•. -Th

�
-,, V•. 

I 
&hould go beyond the proposed

Xnternatl.ond Taxonomic Center, the ·. u · ose of which t
. 
i, not entirely

. 
clear 

to me. If the object,ive

�
•of :��

.
(} o

.
_1n .. · een

·
t
. 
•r is the pre

. 
liminary sorting 

by Indian technicians of ioll�
n
·� al ections from all �xpeditions, I 

am very much afraid that •· ch an ap · ach overly•opdtnietic and .somewhat 
naive. No systematic b� ogist of cqua.intanee will be willing to turn 
over his carefully eo1l e ed material to a group of strangers for proeei,sing, 
sorting or treatment of n kind unii hJ ha� been over it himself and re-
moved what he wa,tu':-1!t-'l�Otn-

What is need {�1, i
.
. an inteniationa.l laboi-atory where individuals from

the vaJl"ious J!n;r�:; ma ork over thei:r own collecUons. -coupled with 
this is the ed for 4r. tritnerttal l�boratory whe�e biQlogists may work 
with u�:ing r anisms e · ected rm oceanographic cruises ot nearby qoastal 
areas, pe,:fo.,..�<:.ui'h!�� · i ents which cm;1ld n¢t be ca.rrf.ed out i3 .. ,;,ily on shipboard* 

A land based laboratory of the type described above could, 1£ suitably located, 
also function as a staging a,;ea, supply center, and general headquarters for 
both oceanographic c:ruises and island and sbore•based� operations. 

In order to serve these various functions, such a land base should provide 
(L) a deep•water bat:b.or with fueling facUities for 1arge oceanographic
v�Htsels, (2) easy access by air and rail for transportation of peOple and
supplies, (3) existing or ead.ly prov1ded Hving a,nd working facilities ,
and (4) a centralized location with respect to accessa.bUity by large ships
t.o t.he majol' oceanic regions and accessabiHty by small boat to bland gr·oups,.
coral reeb and shore r'egions of special tnterest.

. � . -

It b my\ understanding_. that Cochin has been suggested a:e a locatio!l for the 
proposed Taxonomic Center. ln my opinion Cochin repreeents nearly the ideal 
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